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Sunday – November 20, 2016 

Heart to Heart... 
 We belong to Jesus. That means we no longer belong to this world. We belong to Jesus. That 

means we are no longer one with this world. We belong to Jesus, “For He rescued us from the 
domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” (Colossians 1:13-14) We belong to Jesus!! We were 
rescued and transferred from doom to safety.  

We no longer should be living with the world and the things they promote. Anyone outside of 
Christ is under the “domain of darkness.” Why would anyone belonging to Jesus take their input 
and guidance from those under the domain of darkness? Do we not understand who we are and 
who we belong to? “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 3:20) We live in this nation presently (and thankful) 
but this isn’t our citizenship if we belong to Jesus. We should be eager toward our Savior and not 
this world. Do we not believe what we sing to the Lord from our hearts? “This world is not my 
home I’m just a passing thru.” 

Paul called on the saints “to present themselves as a holy and living sacrifice, acceptable to 
God.” (Romans 12:1) If the mercies of God mean anything to you, present yourself as holy, and 
living a life that is acceptable to God. We belong to Jesus and our lives should reflect that by 
living in a manner that is acceptable to God. How are we to do this? “And do not be conformed 
to this world…” (Romans 12:2) We cannot be acceptable to God, nor a holy and living sacrifice, 
if we conform to this world! One cannot be pleasing to God and conform to this world. That’s an 
impossibility! To conform means “to fashion or shape one thing like another.” Too many are 
allowing the world’s input and ideas to shape their thinking rather than Jesus. If someone were to 
examine your life and choices, would they see the world or Jesus? We belong to Jesus, and our 
deeds, and our words should reflect the glory and greatness of God. The world does not do that 
and cannot do that. 

We just came through a very difficult election in our nation. I don’t have to tell you that. But 
look at how it has affected the world around us. The spewing of hate, the divisions and just plain 
disheartened for some. Are we conforming to these attitudes or presenting ourselves to God? We 
cannot pick up the world’s views and bring them into our homes. As those belonging to Christ, 
we should be teaching by our lives the oneness we have! The Lord brings unity while the world 



divides. We need to be transforming into Jesus and that only comes from our minds being 
renewed. “But be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Our minds need to be taking in 
the Lord and His calling us. We died to sin and live to Jesus. The devil has one goal and that is to 
destroy anyone belonging to Jesus. How does he do it? By calling us back to conform to this 
world in thought and actions. If the devil can mold us back into society that is lost, he smiles. We 
must be on guard that we aren’t taken captive again into the domain of darkness. Only in Jesus 
do we have redemption. Leave Jesus, conform to the world and redemption will be lost. 

The work of God in us begins as we renew our minds. “But we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 
from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.” (II Corinthians 3:18) We present and 
renew our minds and God begins to transform us. If we do not do this, we will be molded back 
into the same as we were when we were dead in our sins. We belong to Jesus and Jesus didn’t 
come to make us miserable, steal from us, and create bad attitudes and despondency. That’s from 
the world. Jesus came to rescue us, redeem us and bring life, His life, into our beings. We are the 
church of Christ Jesus and His life should be working in us to show the world. Maybe the real 
question for us individually is: DO YOU BELONG TO JESUS? Take a look at what you allow to 
mold your thoughts and actions. Think about it!!! 

Brent


