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Sunday – December 18, 2016 

Heart to Heart... 
In years gone by I have heard people tell others: “If you don’t change your life you’re going 

to hell!” That’s rather bold and blunt. Does reading that statement make you cringe a little? It’s 
not something we would hear today. But why? 

Jesus was straight forward when speaking with people about their eternal destiny. With the 
utmost compassion, Jesus often told people of their fate if they didn’t repent. Here are a few 
statements Jesus made: 

Matthew 25:14-30 – Jesus spoke of a man that hid what was entrusted to him in the ground. 
The message was clear to those who were lazy in their spiritual life and didn’t take their 
responsibilities seriously. In the closing of His teaching Jesus said: “Throw out the worthless 
slave into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

Mark 9:43-47 – Jesus speaks graphically about cutting off your hand, your foot or plucking 
out your eye to move away from sin in your life rather than keep on sinning and have your whole 
body “to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire, where their worm does not die, and the fire 
is not quenched.” 

Luke 13:1-5 – Jesus addressed that the fate of different people didn’t mean they were more 
sinful than others for such fate to happen to them. “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will 
all likewise perish.” 

John 15:6 – Jesus was speaking to His disciples about abiding, remaining attached to Him so 
they can grow bearing fruit. If one doesn’t continue their abiding in Him, “If anyone does not 
abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them 
into the fire and they are burned.” 

Revelation 20:15 – These are the words coming from Jesus. “And if anyone’s name was not 
found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”  

We don’t hear this today. It’s not believed anymore. Too many have soft-soaped the message 
and everyone seems they will make it to heaven in the presence of God. Live as you choose. 



Follow your desires. There is no truth. Worship as you choose. Don’t fear the Lord. There is no 
real place called ‘hell’ or “the lake of fire.” Don’t speak negatively. 

The real questions: Are you moving further from sin and clinging more to Jesus than ever? Is 
your name written in the book of life? Do you love the truth? Eternity is real and there are two 
realms in eternity. One is in the presence of God prepared by Jesus to live eternally with Him. 
The other is for those disobedient, unconcerned, living the way they please with little regard if 
they are pleasing to the Lord or not. Do we not realize how horrible and drastic things will be for 
those ending in this place of eternal destruction. An on-going pain, screaming, the gnashing of 
your teeth because of pain, worms eating, fire and torment that will never change is so real that 
Jesus spoke of this place and was willing to die in my place to rescue me from that eternal fate. 
You can’t just lazily go about your life and think you’re given entrance to heaven. 

“Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men… (II Corinthians 5:11) Don’t 
be afraid to warn others of the coming judgment! Be afraid not to!!! Think about it!!!  
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