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Sunday – December 25, 2016 

Heart to Heart... 
As you assemble today, was Christmas on your mind? Many are observing this holiday today 

and as you know me, I do not preach according to holidays or other special days. I don’t allow 
the world to dictate what needs to be preached. For many religions there will be pageantry, 
special songs and celebrating the “birthday” of Jesus. If one is visiting us today expecting this 
they will be disappointed. Let me teach and explain. We can enjoy the “Christmas spirit” but not 
as any kind of religious observance. For the religious world this day is embraced as most sacred 
and holy. I want to be truthful and respectful. 

Being called a child of God, we must do things that are pleasing to Him as our Father, and 
Jesus as our Lord and Savior (Colossians 3:17). God’s will should be our complete focus. Some 
of the Jewish people were converted by the gospel and brought to God through Jesus. Someone 
was teaching them to go back and observe some of the seasons they observed from their past. 
The result was going to be disastrous for their spiritual wellbeing (Galatians 4:9-11). Paul 
warned the church at Colossae not to be taken in by traditions of men or elementary principles of 
the world, but only according to Christ (Colossians 2:8). Where did “Christmas” originate? Not 
with God or Christ Jesus. 

The word “Christmas” itself speaks of its origin. “Christ” and “Mass”. That is an invention of 
a religious ceremony. The idea of “Christmas” came into being in 354 AD. Bishop Liberius of 
Rome ordered that December 25 be adopted as the birth date of Christ. Bishop Liberius states: 
“We have a Mass for every Saint, but there is no Mass for Christ.” (Encyclopedia Britannica) 
There is the origination of the word and practice that began some 300 years after the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. That teaches us it was added by man, not God. 

We see bumper stickers and hear the statement, “Let’s put Christ back into Christmas” or 
“Jesus is the reason for the season.” It is with well-meaning, but what is not realized is Christ 
was never in “Christmas” and Jesus isn’t seasonal. Where does this put us? Are we going to be 
the people of God by observing His teachings or are we going the way of the tradition of the 
world and their teachings? 

When Jesus was born He wasn’t coming into this world to live but to die! Luke speaks of 
Jesus’ birth to tie everything back to what the prophets said would happen. It was all to fulfill 
prophecy. A baby born in a stable does not confront us with our sins or call us to God. A baby 
Jesus is cuddly and sweet. After His birth there are no teachings in Scripture about it. Jesus, the 
man, sat with His apostles the last night before His arrest and His crucifixion stating, “Do this in 
remembrance of Me,” speaking of His Supper (Luke 22:19/I Corinthians 11:23-25). It was His 
dying that redeems us to God. It is His blood shed that releases us from our sins (Revelation 1:5). 



This is where God and man come together under the new covenant. Jesus instituted His Supper 
to be observed each first day in remembrance of Him. After His resurrection ascending back to 
His Father, Jesus commissioned His apostles to “Go into all the world and preach the gospel.” 
Upon that they were to teach His disciples “to observe all that I commanded.” (Matthew 
28:18-20/Mark 16:15-16/Luke 24:45-48) 

What are we to do with this holiday called “Christmas?” Enjoy it! Not as a religious service 
or tying it to Jesus. Use it as a holiday to spend with your family! If we would think about all this 
seriously, isn’t it a shame to observe Jesus once a year? Don’t allow the traditions of men and 
elementary principles to take us captive. Enjoy your time and have fun with gifts. Romans 14 
teaches us of days we have as individuals and it is alright to observe them. But whatever we do, 
don’t tie this time to God or Jesus as a religious observance. It never came from Him and was 
never observed about Him. I want to encourage you to seek and study God’s word! Let’s look 
what we are called to observe as “the faith” that is spoken in Scripture and the sound doctrine as 
taught by His apostles. May God help us in our seeking and loving His truth. Think about it!!! 

Brent


