!

Sunday – January 8, 2017

Heart to Heart...
The word “if” is such a small word, only two letters but it packs a punch. “If” is a
conditional word! “If” you do this, this will happen! “If” you don’t do this, then this will
happen. When you read this word in Scripture it is stating that whatever is being spoken is true
under certain conditions. Many over-look it.
Let’s examine a few instances of this conditional word “if.” I will underline it to help us:
“Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father so we too might walk in newness of life.
For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be
in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in
order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to
sin.” (Romans 6:4-6) In all this statement of truth, it is tied by one little word “if.” That word
tells us that if the opposite were true, would there be any raising, any newness of life being freed
from sins, or slavery in our life? What if a person hasn’t been buried with Him? They aren’t
raised with Him and still enslaved to sin! “If” is powerful and teaches us a lot. The “if” factor in
these verses explains that those who claim “faith only” and never respond to Jesus by being
buried with Him is a false sense of belief.
Look at this Scripture: “But if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (I John
1:7) What if you stop walking in the Light? The fellowship is lost and the blood will not
continue. People believe they can live in their sinful lusts and still have fellowship and cleansing
from sin. This “if” factor refutes the false doctrine of “Once Saved Always Saved.”
“And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet
He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before
Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach if indeed you continue in the faith firmly
established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have
heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a
minister.” (Colossians 1:21-23) Here again we find the conditional “if” in light of the whole
statement of truth. To be presented before Him holy and blameless is conditional upon

continuing in the faith and not moved away from the hope of the gospel. This “if” factor refutes
that there are many roads to heaven.
“We love, because He first loved us. If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother,
he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God
whom he has not seen.” (I John 4:19- 20) Once again this word “if” speaks loudly. This “if”
factor speaks clearly that those who hold to angers and resentments of others, especially
brethren, are living a lie.
God makes promises to us and His promises are based on His unconditional love. His
promises are often conditional and we must pay close attention to this little word “if” to
understand His conditions of His promises. Think about it!!!
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