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Sunday – November 11, 2018 

Heart to Heart... 
The process of appointing new elders is major. The spiritual values and eternal benefits 

weigh heavily on this congregation. I pray each of you take this seriously and help on your part 

as members of Christ’s body. As Carey has preached from I Timothy 3 and Titus 1 to remind us 

of the character of the men who will (and presently serve) in this capacity with Jesus, tells us 

how important these men are to the Lord’s church. This isn’t an election process like we have in 

the United States to vote. It’s not a vote and it’s not about popularity but it is looking among us 

to find men who are spiritual in their nature and care about the Lord’s will being done here in 

Jefferson City.  

  In the church at Jerusalem, there was a complaint that some of the widows were being over-

looked in the daily serving of food (Acts 6). The twelve apostles summon the congregation 

telling them to select from among themselves seven men of good reputation to make sure this 

need was being met. Reputation is so important. But listen to the next spiritual quality these men 

needed to have: “full of the Spirit and wisdom.” (Acts 6:3) I know we aren’t speaking of elders 

in this context but the idea of responsibility, faithfulness in taking care of this matter was needed. 

It was a serious position they were to serve. With that in mind, in our looking among ourselves 

for men, we too look for men who are full of the Sprit and wisdom along with I Timothy 3 and 

Titus 1. I am speaking of some fundamental character that should be obvious in determining our 

selection. It should be obvious in all of us!  

  If a man does not walk by the Spirit, he is not capable of serving as an elder, regardless of 

what he might line up with in I Timothy 3 and Titus 1. In Galatian 5:22-23 we have nine things 

listed about a spiritual man that needs to be considered: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. If a man does not possess these qualities then 

he is a man not being led by the Spirit and not walking by the Spirit (Galatians 5:16, 18). 



  Let’s take this idea to illustrate. The man may know His Bible and able to refute false 

teachings. He may have believing children but if he has been one who causes strife or 

dissensions when he doesn’t agree with something or maybe he is just grumpy, that is not a man 

being led by the Spirit. If a man is not kind, gentle and patient he is not walking by the Spirit. If a 

man is not faithful, both in his personal life and faithful in dealing with God’s word, He is not 

walking by the Spirit. We need men that live as I Timothy 3 and Titus 1 speak and they need to 

exhibit the fruit of the Spirit. I would suggest the names you put down also fall in line with 

Galatians 5:22-23. The fruit of the Spirit is what leads men into wisdom from God. Just as every 

person in Christ is called to walk by the Spirit to develop the fruit in their lives that will lead the 

men to having the character needed in Timothy and Titus. Think about it!!! 

Brent


