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Sunday – November 18, 2018 

Heart to Heart ... 
For most of my Christian years I’ve heard Matthew 18:20 quoted speaking in terms of a few 

gathered to worship the Lord. Have we really looked at this verse in its context? “For where two 
or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst.” What was the Lord 
really speaking of? Let’s gain some understanding! 

Jesus said “two or three” and we interpret those words to mean “two or more.” Was Jesus 
really referring to worship and those gathered to worship? When you back up and look at the 
context, Jesus is speaking of a brother in sin and uses the term “two or three” as witnesses to 
confirm facts when the sinful brother will not listen (18:15-16). When the term “two or three” 
people is used in Scripture, it refers to having two or three witnesses to establish a charge that’s 
been given against someone. Both in the Old and New Testaments, the Lord is very clear that His 
people should not entertain a charge against someone if it is just one person’s word against 
another. There must be “two or three” witnesses to “convict” someone of wrongdoing. 
(Deuteronomy 19:15; II Corinthians 13:1; I Timothy 5:19). This is precisely the context of Jesus 
speaking in Matthew 18:20. 

Jesus was teaching about handling situations with brethren where one is in sin. Just read 
carefully Matthew 18:15-17. Jesus is addressing how to discipline brethren when they are in sin. 
There must be a “binding” in a proper conclusion about the one in sin. In other words, an 
agreement is reached trying to bind a brother back to the Lord. When we come to verse 20, when 
brethren come together in agreement against someone who has sinned, they can take the comfort 
to know that Jesus is in their midst in making such a difficult decision. Jesus shows the binding 
or to “loose” has His authority. If one is “bound” back to the Lord, the Lord stands with that. If a 
person is “loosed” or released, the Lord will back that. The purpose is to keep the unrepentant 
where they choose to stand: away from the Lord. For the repentant, they are bound to the Lord. 
The brethren can know that Jesus is the authority behind what is being done! In verse 19, Jesus 
speaks that by two agreeing “on earth” that is shall be done for them “by My Father who is in 
heaven.” This is what leads us into verse 20 about “two or three”. Jesus is speaking of 
disciplining another brother who is in sin. This passage is about agreement that brothers come to 
concerning an erring brother and when an agreement is reached how to deal with an erring 
brother that Jesus is right there in their midst to back it up! Dealing with a brother in sin is 



difficult because getting an erring brother to see his sin and repent can be very difficult. It can be 
what leads to attacks from others. Jesus is helping us by showing that the agreement on what to 
do with such people, He is there in their midst to help and offers comfort.  

Be careful how we relate Scripture. We need to look so carefully at the context of what is 
being spoken of and in this context, worship is not mentioned or addressed. Maybe if we took 
sinfulness among us more seriously, we could help the spiritual level among us. To love one 
another is to discipline those who are in sin to help them see and be saved. Go back and read this 
passage again and prayerfully see what Jesus was speaking to His disciples. Think about it!!! 
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