
!  

Sunday – December 2, 2018 

Heart to Heart... 
Let’s do some studying on baptism and its purpose. Many never think about what it stands 

for much less what people teach about it. Peter preached to a crowd of people: “Repent, and 

each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38) We know this verse so well, but we might be 

missing something. Was Peter telling the people to be baptized in order to be forgiven or was he 

telling them to be baptized because they were forgiven? Here is where doctrine becomes 

monument. Religions baptize for different purposes. One question I always ask people when 

beginning a study is: why were you baptized? This reveals much about their faith in the doctrine 

they believe. Many teach the act of baptism in water as immersion but the purpose of baptism is 

what many fail to recognize.  

In Acts 2:38, there is a little preposition which needs to be seen. The word “for.” It is the 

Greek word “eis.” (Pronounced ‘ice’.) Many denominations teach and believe that “eis” means 

“because of.” In other words, they say Peter was saying to the crowd they needed to be baptized 

in the name of Jesus “because of the forgiveness of your sins.” They teach baptism is to show an 

outer faith that your sins have already been forgiven. The word “eis” does not mean “because 

of.” Looking up the word you will see that “eis” always means “to, toward, at, or for.” This term 

is used over 1700 times in the New Testament and it always shows movement toward a goal, not 

backward. It indicates a purpose. People have tried to claim it means “because of” because if 

they didn’t, it would destroy the doctrine they believe and teach. The problem with the access of 

the internet, many search things not realizing how deceptive some sights are especially those 

who claim to know Greek. For instance, a popular site (which I will not name as that’s not the 

purpose of this article) claim that Matthew 12:41 uses the term “eis” meaning “because of.” 

Here’s the verse: “The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, and 

will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah…”  The word “eis” is 

translated “at” in this verse. But the word “eis”/”at” does not mean “because of” it means “at the 



point of.” The people of Nineveh repented “at the point of” Jonah preaching to them. Jesus was 

teaching that the current generation would be condemned by the people of Nineveh because the 

people of Nineveh repented at the point of (“eis”) Jonah’s preaching! They were hearing Jesus’ 

preaching and He was greater than Jonah. I’m trying to teach us the term “eis” never means 

“because of” but looking toward, at and for. Many who teach baptism as immersion (which is 

right) twist the words to fit their doctrine of teaching and the majority do not even know it but 

blindly accept it. We need to believe the truth!  

People say that different religions teach the same about baptism as we do because they 

immerse. But paying close attention to their teaching, you will find they do teach immersion as 

the term baptism means but they change this little word “eis”/”for” meaning “because of” which 

it NEVER means. That’s why so many teach that baptism has nothing to do with salvation. Many 

believe they are saved when they believe and confess and that baptism is nothing more than an 

outer sign “because” they were saved previously. If one comes to be baptized believing this, then 

there was no burying of an old self. They bury a new, forgiven person and what use is that? 

What’s worse is they are never forgiven as they are still in their sins. Baptism does not merit 

salvation but it is the point of faith where Jesus saves us. It is the point we are “united with” Him 

and His saving work (Romans 6:1-7). Baptism is the point at which we are resurrected from 

spiritual deadness into His life (Colossians 2:12). Baptism is where one appeals to God for their 

cleansing (I Peter 3:21). We are baptized into His name “for” the forgiveness of our sins. It does 

matter what you believe when you come to Jesus and Peter made that very clear. That crowd was 

in their sins and baptism in the name of Jesus for their forgiveness was their only way out! Think 

about it!!! 
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