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Sunday – December 23, 2018 

Heart to Heart... 
Let me share some thoughts about singing, congregational singing. Congregational singing is 

founded in Scripture and beneficial to all believers. There is something to realize: 

Congregational singing could take us away from God’s intended purpose and down a wrong 

path. For those who believe we have congregational singing each first day of the week and 

makes us as some type of badge, we might need to re-evaluate what the Scriptures teach about 

congregational singing. Let me give you a few times when congregational singing becomes 

wrong. 

1.) Many have the notion to have 3 songs and an invitation song followed by a closing song 

is all we need. Some have developed a mind-set that our singing is about the right number of 

songs, followed by the right order in our worship and by checking those off, we are good. This 

attitude is like this: “I gave some money. I listened to God’s word. I took the Supper. I prayed. I 

sang songs.” When our worship to God takes us down this mind-set, it is very unloving and 

dutiful. There is little joy found and it results in no blessings from God. Simply put, some see 

worship categorized as acts and fulfilling each act as an obligation for the week. Nothing offered, 

nothing blessed. 

2.) Congregational singing becomes wrong when our hearts are not engaged. Singing, 

defined in Scripture, is a heart speaking to God. The heart is the instrument which saints use to 

make melody to the Lord (Ephesians 5:19). When our lips mouth some words written on paper 

and our hearts are empty and lifeless, our worship in song is meaningless. Many times, we are so 

familiar with the song that we find ourselves mouthing words and not paying attention to what 

we are speaking to God. Our attention is distracted from the Lord while we might play with a 

child or look around not realizing the presence of God. “Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy 

Lord.” Do we? We sing it! The mouth is engaged but the heart can be disengaged. 



3.) Sometimes those who are good with music or musically gifted make singing about the 

music which is not the purpose of God. It is easy to get caught up in the harmonies, focusing on 

the music and that too can be a distraction from the true nature of our singing worship. 

Sometimes the music calls for slow singing to set our minds on what we are saying. Other times 

the songs  are fast and upbeat because it focuses us on the joyful. But in all this, someone says, 

“I’m tired of the slow songs! We drag too much! Our song leaders are too slow!” While on the 

other side we say, I like the up-beat, fast songs!” Are we missing something? When you look 

closely at Scripture, singing is always about the words! It is never about tempo or notes. Singing 

can make us emotional but that’s not the purpose. When the harmonies define the singing 

worship, our singing can be empty. 

Take a close look at your song worship within the congregational singing. It is such a 

wonderful time of exhorting and building up while praising God. If we lose sight (or have never 

realized the purpose), congregational singing can become a meaningless ritual of admiring the 

notes and voices. For others, they look around without any heart engaged to the Lord while 

chewing gum! Let’s offer to God a sacrifice of praise for He is a consuming fire (Hebrews 

13:15). Think about it!!! 
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