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Sunday – January 20, 2019 

Heart to Heart... 
People say they “go to church.” This expressions is used over and over. Is that the way we 

see our approach to God? Have you ever thought about “going to worship” or “assembling to 

worship?” To “go to church” sounds a little like “go to a ballgame: or “go to a movie.” In those 

we find complete entertainment. We aren’t speaking about “word wrangling: as Paul spoke to 

Timothy (II Timothy 2:14). We are talking about a desire to worship our Lord and honor His 

name with His people and our approach is vital. 

Why do people not want to worship God? Some have little or no desire to assemble to 

worship. Their desire of absence speaks volumes. What drives people to stay away and avoid 

contact with God? If you go back and look at the Genesis 3 account of man, focusing on man’s 

sinfulness and what happened as a result, we find our answers. All mankind is created in the 

image of God. One sin entered the soul of man by man’s choosing to sine, everything changed 

between man and God. A living soul created in the image of God is a God aware soul. From two 

people on this entire planet, one sin brought to them the awareness of naked and ashamed, afraid 

of God, hiding to avoid God with the desire of not wanting to be in His presence (Genesis 

3:7-10). Did you get that: not wanting to be in the presence of God? From this point, this became 

the makeup of all mankind. “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, 

and death through sin, and so feather spread to all men, because all sinned.” (Romans 5:12) 

Why do people not want to worship God? Why did Adam/Eve hide and avoid contact with God? 

Nothing has changed since sin came into the lives of people. 

When people gather to worship God, they have a loving relationship with Him and want to 

express that. There is this desire to come, looking forward and expressing their love to the Lord 

because their sin has been dealt with. Within the worship assembly, we are confronted by the 

living God (at least the preaching should do that) and come face to face with Him which tunes 



our heart to sing His praise and follow with a greater resolve. “And there is no creature hidden 

from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to 

do.” (Hebrews 4:13). Nothing about us gets by God. We need God to confront us, show us and 

guide us into His righteousness because of Christ Jesus. When people have little to no interest to 

assemble to worship, within they have the knowledge of themselves and their lifestyle knowing 

they aren’t living for God or not motivated by His love and results to avoid contact with god. 

That’s how sin drives people. Within each one, we know if we are walking in the Light or 

walking in darkness and it is this knowledge that drives us to do what we do. Adam and Eve 

knew! But if we live in the guilt of our sins, the last place we desire is to be in the presence of 

God. 

For reasons built so deeply on love, it is very difficult to understand why God would want 

anything to do with us. Our failures, our weaknesses and our wrong desires create all kinds of 

heartache within us yet God still reaches tying to touch our heart and soul with His mercy and 

grace. If our heart isn’t touched and becomes calloused, the want to worship will not be there. 

Fellowship is gone. If our soul becomes sin-sick, the desire to express thanks and love to the 

Father will be missing. People hide and avoid God results. We need to understand why people 

choose not to worship and now we can understand what is really going on. Some preachers like 

to use guilt to motivate people, but people aware of their sinfulness have enough of their own 

guild without being reminded, and they choose from their sinfulness to stay away. If the love of 

God offered means something, there will be a stirring within the heart to worship the Lord with 

His people. No one can change that. Think about it!!!   
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