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Sunday – April 7, 2019 

Heart to Heart... 

Who do you model your life after? Self? What others say? Someone’s book? Jesus spoke: 

“Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me.” (Matthew 11:29) God spoke to the disciples of 

Jesus at His transfiguration: “This is My beloved Son, listen to Him.” (Mark 9:7) “My sheep 

hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” (John 10:27) Just in these teachings 

from Scripture we find the model for our lives is Jesus, God in the flesh. “Therefore be imitators 

of God, as beloved children.” (Ephesians 5:1) Jesus is God made visible! Jesus is God in human 

life! The disciples’ model is not another disciple but Jesus Christ! Paul was really clear about that 

when he taught: “Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.”  (I Corinthians 11:1) Imitating 

Paul was to be as long as he imitated Christ as his model.  

Peter called that it is Christ Jesus that left us an example to follow in His steps. (I Peter 3:21) 

We are to walk in step with Jesus, follow His example in our lives by giving our lives to Him to 

change us into His likeness. Too many are trying to follow preachers or others as their pattern 

and that makes us weak in our walk. Nice people are not the Lord. If we will listen and follow 

Jesus with all our heart it means we can live radiantly even if others around us flounder or fall. 

This keeps us from being led astray that others around us are our Savior or Lord. Go back and 

read Samuel being upset over the people asking for a king over them, rather than God (I Samuel 

8). God told him not to take it personal but they speak against Him as their King! Our example to 

live and serve is Jesus.  

“Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves 

is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God 

may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and 

ever. Amen.” (I Peter 4:11) When people come for advice, give them the word of the Lord as 

their example to follow. As elders we shepherd but not from our own personal thinking or ways 



but pointing to the Great Shepherd for you to follow and heed. We must all be careful that 

advice, even good advice, is not the command of the Lord. That takes a wise person to 

understand the difference. When we take people to the word of the Lord, that’s not advice, that’s 

the will of the Lord and we need to walk in His counsel. To reject someone’s advice is not sin but 

to reject the Lord Jesus who calls us to follow in His steps is sinful.  

People may be having difficulty on their job and find themselves being influenced by those 

around. You advise them to find a different job. That might be good advice however, it is not the 

command of God. There could be other alternatives. Someone is struggling in their faith and you 

advise them to come to a class you are involved in or some program you like. That might be 

good but it’s not a command of the Lord. Those who are genuine in their faith to Jesus alone 

understands the difference between advice and the word of the Lord. 

Our model, our lives, our faith must be built around Jesus Christ and Him alone! Jesus at the 

beginning and Jesus in the end and Christ Jesus in all the middle. Paul says it this way: “When 

Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in 

glory.” (Colossians 3:4) Christ is our life. Who do you model your life after? Think about it!!!  
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