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Sunday – April 21, 2019 

Heart to Heart ... 
Who are these people called “the church?” The church is often one of the most criticized 

among the world. We aren’t talking denominations. The church is not a denomination or part of a 

denomination. It is people, terribly flawed, blinded by issues and weak, but washed in the blood 

of the Lamb. Everyone that is part of her stake their claims of righteousness while dividing over 

who knows what. We, those redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, who are unworthy make up this 

spiritual body of Jesus. Some are amused at us as “the defenders of the truth” while we brawl in 

defense of trivia issues. It seems we continue to divide, growing smaller and smaller and weaker 

and weaker. The church found in some small communities divide up into two, three and 

sometimes four congregations because each body is condemning someone or some teaching in 

those in Jesus and leaves them. We have two others here in Jefferson City, which we have tried to 

bring into unity under the unifying work of the Spirit but to no avail. (Ephesians 4:3)  

How is the church to survive under such division? We have enthusiasm and wander into 

weakness. We want to do what is right but often fail. It survives only by One: Jesus Christ the 

righteous. It’s His strength that upholds the church. We gather not to honor ourselves, not to sing 

happy birthday to the flawed or make it about the unworthy. We gather to honor the worthy One, 

the strength, the power holding tightly to Him with what we have. The preachers sometimes 

parade themselves and their personal agendas and it creates division and the weakest falling 

away first.  

Many people do not want to be part of the church assemblies because of the dishonorable 

lives some live. That’s like saying your doctor is dull and has very poor manners so I’m no 

longer interested in good health! Or someone butchering Beethoven so I’m finished with music! 

We all know of people who we thought highly of that disappointed us by going completely 

against God but that doesn’t mean Jesus Christ isn’t alive from the dead and His followers are 



like those examples. Judas was very sinful and dishonorable as an apostle but yet the other 

eleven weren’t.   

Many never come to assemble with Christ’s body because they don’t want to face God and 

His teachings, much less submit their lives to Christ. They want no part of committing so they 

are no part of Jesus’ body! 

Some don’t come to the assembly of the saints because they feel it is unfriendly or there are 

cliques. I realize this can be a sad truth but that is too much weight on weak people that makes 

up the church and little emphasis on Christ Jesus.   

Some assemble for boyfriends or girlfriends or to establish business contacts but the majority 

are there for one reason and one reason alone: THEY BELONG TO JESUS. This group of 

people that were cleansed, shown great mercy and grace imparted means so much to their Lord 

as He died for each one of them. One cannot grow more into the likeness of Christ Jesus without 

a healthy relationship to His body, the church. The people of God assemble to say “thank you 

Lord” and leave that assembly to help others see the Christ that redeemed them. There is no other 

place on this earth that is better than the church and her assemblies for it is there people should 

constantly find a face to face with God, their Redeemer! How do you relate to God’s children, 

Christ’s body, His church? Think about it!!! 
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