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Sunday – June 9, 2019 

Heart to Heart... 

We need to understand preachers and preaching. Things are much clearer to me as I have 

aged. What is preaching about? Preaching is about the proclamation and explanation of God’s 

word. Both Testaments are full of men who stood before God’s people and proclaimed: “Thus 

says the Lord! This is what the Lord expects and this is how it applies!” We find it with Moses, 

Elijah, Ezra, Peter, Paul, Timothy and the greatest is Jesus. They were all preachers. 

Today the church needs to hear the proclamation of God’s word more than ever. It needs to 

be applied to today. The Lord gave to the church apostles, prophets, evangelists, teaching pastors. 

(Ephesians 4:12) Apostles and prophets have gone by the way fulfilling their purpose but the 

evangelist and teaching pastors are still here and greatly needed. When God’s word is proclaimed 

and explained, it brings glory to God, illumines God and unites His people in one body under 

God. It brings about understanding, discipline and encouragement. 

In many places of the Lord’s body, preaching is turned into a performance. It’s just like 

singing where people focus on the tune and tempo rather than the words of praise and prayer. 

With preaching, too many focus on the preacher’s ability or delivery when the focus should be 

on God and His word and the explaining of His word. When the focus is on the preacher rather 

than Jesus, it takes the pressure off of us and puts it directly on the shoulders of the preacher so 

little faith is built. Too many are about comparing the length and style of the sermon which takes 

us away from the message! 

It is hard for us to imagine the apostle Paul had a reputation of a poor public preacher. (II 

Corinthians 10:10). In fact, one time he preached so long a young man fell asleep and fell out a 

window to his death (Acts 20:9). It’s not the delivery or style but content. Preaching is about 

content bringing people face to face with the Lord. Preachers need to focus on their called 



responsibility and brethren need to focus on their call into the presence of God as His word is 

proclaimed. It’s not about witty jokes and holding people’s attention. It’s about faith in the Lord 

that will save your soul. 

Preaching is not about popularity. It has nothing to do with the brethren liking you or not 

liking you. It’s about the Lord calling you into His presence and heeding what is said. If it makes 

you uneasy or disagree, you might need to take inventory of your life and faith so the Lord can 

move you away from you and into His world and His likeness. Preaching is about magnifying 

the Lord in one body, honoring Him in the way that is acceptable to Him. Preaching and 

believing must be acceptable to God!! Think about it!!! 
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