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Sunday – September 8, 2019 

Heart to Heart... 
The purpose of our existence, the church, is to reach out with a gospel message of salvation 

that glorifies the Lord. With that in mind, a little over a year ago, changes took place in our 

congregation. Carey has taken over the pulpit in the preaching of God’s word and has done well 

for us. I pray that you realize how importance the preaching of God’s word is to a congregation. 

The Lord does as there are three letters written specifically to the preacher. Carey recognizes this 

along with the elders of this congregation.  

My role has changed in all this. I will continue to preach/teach but not in the same capacity. I 

will try to preach once a month. My teaching in classes will continue regularly. In this, a great 

opportunity has been given as I have begun writing the adult class material. This is time 

consuming but needful. It takes months to write the lessons for one class but it is worth the 

effort. This should benefit this congregation for the future long after I’m gone.  

Another benefit for our congregation is outreach. As you know, I travel and speak at different 

locations through the year. Some of them are struggling congregations with no preacher. They 

need solid teaching and encouragement. We must help our brethren keep with the faith and not 

depart. We, you working with me, provide this for these places. This is similar to what the first 

century preachers did traveling from congregation to congregation, building up and 

strengthening the churches. This is an outreach we do together. Just as those in mission fields 

outside the states, we are working in the mission fields in the states trying to help. You know 

well our nation is on the decline and especially the church is under attack. With solid teaching in 

our pulpit it allows me to be a missionary in the states. 

Another help is counseling and a vital part of my work in the Lord. Many never see this side 

as it is not visible but very needful, especially in our community. My counseling is by word of 

mouth, not advertised and there are numerous ones that come to me for marriage/family help. 

This is an opportunity for us to teach the gospel to the lost. Not only in our community but from 



our congregation and congregations across Missouri come for advice and help. This part too is 

time consuming. Combined with my counseling is the continued opportunities for bible studies 

with individuals and families. I love to study the Bible with anyone and look for those 

opportunities.  

Add to this my role as one of your Shepherds. This is so important too. I want to please Jesus 

and do His work as His Shepherd. I’m grateful to be serving with such godly men who love the 

Lord. 

I pray that you realize, as one of God’s children, that our purpose is to reach out teaching the 

lost!! Jesus didn’t come to heal everyone, feed everyone and clothe everyone. Jesus rebuked a 

crowd because He knew they followed Him, not for His teachings but because he fed them and 

they were filled (John 6). Preaching is to keep those of us saved and on track in His truth. Our 

outreach is to help our brothers and sisters in areas where they struggle. In all, we have a gospel 

saving message and need to bring that message to as many as we can. Hold to the truth. Keep the 

faith. Focus on the eternal and be thankful God is using us to His glory. Pray for Carey. Pray for 

me and the other Shepherds here. We need to serve by the strength of God. Think about it!!! 

Brent


