
 

Sunday – November 10, 2019 

Heart to Heart... 
Do we really want our children to make it to heaven? Most would reply with a big YES! 

What are you doing as a parent to ensure this?

“Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord.”  (Ephesians 6:4) What does it mean to bring our children up in the 

“discipline and instruction of the Lord?” When our children were small, we read to them from 

children’s Bible story books and prayed with them when we put them to bed. We had prayers for 
their food and sang songs with them in regard to God. Are you still applying these in their life as 

they age? Things mature in our relationship, but are you showing them the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord? How are you living your life before them? Are you stressing the 

importance of the Lord and His word in the language you use or how you react to situations? In 

order for us to  
“bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord” it means we as parents must be 

living in the discipline and instruction of the Lord!

I’ve seen it many, many times. Children thriving, longing for Jesus and God. They want to go 

to class to learn. Then one day, it stops and there seems to be little interest. When did this change 

occur? What happened to their longing for Jesus? Maybe one parent is dedicated with a whole 
heart while the other has other interests and their priorities aren’t in order. Slowly the idea of 

worship or dedication to the Lord starts slipping. Maybe one parent knows the value of 
worshipping their Savior while the other has other things they have placed as more important. 

What do the children learn? Sin starts making its entrance into the life of the child and sin leads 

them in a different attitude or changes their priorities. They want to do as others. Death and the 
life of God have nothing in common!! As they go to school, sin and death are all around and 

children have no ability to tell the difference. To them it’s just normal life. Their attitudes change 
and they drift from wanting the Lord to wanting the world. Children will follow in the steps of 

their parents and if one parent is not dedicated (or both), sin will lead their child into that frame 

of mind. You see, lessons are being taught and lives are being molded without ever speaking a 



word. The child learns the “discipline and instruction of the Lord” is nothing but words, not a 

lifestyle.

As our children age, they start seeing the difference. I’ve heard many a parent say it is 

important for their children to be at worship, love the Lord and His church. But that parent might 
not assemble because of other obligations or they may not love others as they should. It’s 

important for the child but not the parent? Then you see parents that both love the Lord and walk 

in His discipline and instruction. The love of the Lord and priority of His will becomes evident in 
their life.

When parents choose the things of the world, the attitudes of the world and the desires of the 
world over the Lord, their children will follow suit. Recreation and sports take precedence over 

the Lord. The slow decay of death sets in. Our children get drawn into all situations and their 

desire to be with the things of death reign in their heart and they were never trained to know the 
difference. It is a normal part of life to them as sin and death reigns around them on a daily basis.

Do we really want our children in heaven? The things we dedicate ourselves to in this world 
will not save anyone. What are you stressing in your life and lifestyles? Maybe the question is: 

Do we want to be in heaven? Even if your children are grown, with their own families, you can 

teach them in the “discipline and instruction of the Lord” just by choices you make and your life 
examined before them. We are headed to eternity somewhere and our choices, our examples, our 

instruction and discipline will determine it all. Remember, you only have one shot at your child 
as they grow up. Bring them up “in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.” Think about it!!!
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