
 

Sunday – December 1, 2019 

Heart to Heart... 
The man sat quietly not knowing where to start. His world had been turned upside down and 

he was hurting, seeking for answers. His heart was angry which made him bitter. This anger, this 

bitterness, had turned into resentment toward some and he could not let it go. Finally, he found 
the words: “I do believe in God!”

It is striking to hear some from time to time make the statement they believe in God but their 

heart is filled with bitterness and resentment. Intellect can tell us we believe. Intellect can tell us 
Jesus died for us. Intellect can tell us the word of God is true. But intellect is not faith!

What is Biblical, saving faith? Let’s begin here: “And without faith it is impossible to please 
Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who 
diligently seek Him.”  (Hebrews 11:6) Without a true saving faith, one cannot please God 

because that’s not their interest. Filled with bitterness, anger or any other emotion that drives us 
to fleshly responses will not take us to pleasing God because it’s not faith.

A genuine faith has two major elements to it: (1) There must be a conviction that God is, He 
exists! (2) He does reward those who seek Him diligently. Without these two convictions, “it is 

impossible to please Him.” Reading God’s word in Hebrews 11 we find these two elements of 

faith at work. Abel offered! Enoch pleased God! (Hebrews 11:4-5) Noah prepared! (Hebrews 
11:7) Abraham obeyed! (Hebrews 11:8) Sarah considered God is faithful to His word! (Hebrews 

11:11) Jacob worshiped! (Hebrews 11:21) In all these lives, all they had was God’s word, 
believing He is!! These convictions of faith led each one to responding to God and His promises. 

A true, genuine faith is moved to doing God’s will from the heart no matter what situations we 

find ourselves or what we feel.

A saving faith trusts! It is taking God at His word, trusting Him to do as He says according to 

His promises. Too many times we are walking through an emotional mind-field and those 
emotions take priority over the promises of God. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do 
not lean on your own understanding.” (Proverbs 3:5)



A genuine faith simply obeys. God calls us to Himself and asks us to respond to His voice, 

His teachings. Faith acts! We feel the emotions, the hurts, the bitterness and anger. What does 
God ask us to do with all those? Let them go and do what He calls us to do so He can help. A 

true trusting faith that will save you and an intellectual faith that won’t save you are clearly seen 
in Acts 2 when the apostles preached to the multitudes about the resurrected Christ. All present 

believed in God but only a few had a saving faith that responded to the preaching of God’s 

gospel. Those who simply believed (they had come to Jerusalem for Pentecost) did not respond 
to the preaching of God’s word. They were content to hold to their own views of God and 

religion. The few with saving faith responded to the preaching of the word and found salvation 
from the Lord. (Acts 2:36-41)

A saving faith pleases God, believes that He is, trusts in Him for their every move, seeks Him 

with diligence and obeys His word. To say we believe and not respond as the Lord calls is not a 
faith that will save you. Can you hear the words of Jesus: “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
and do not do what I say?” (Luke 6:46) Think about it!!!
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