
 

Sunday – December 22, 2019 

Heart to Heart... 
One of the greatest words for us today is ‘Redemption.’ It might not strike you as that but it 

is a marvelous, deeply rich word. Actually, it is so great that it needs to be part of our thinking 

and lives. “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of His grace.” (Ephesians 1:7) 

What is redemption? It literally means “a releasing, for a ransom by payment.” It’s always 

about deliverance. Sin mastered us, enslaved us and had power over us. We lived in agreement 
with this slavery, helping sin advance in us and to those around us. Jesus offered His life, laid it 

down as a ransom payment to release us from the power and consequences of sin. We are 
redeemed. It came at a high price. “Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable 
things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with 
precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.” (I Peter 1:18-19)

Because of our redemption, we are called into a holy response to God. It should send a great 

fear and love into our hearts knowing we were held by the cords of sin and Jesus was our ransom 
price to get us free. Our redemption instructs us to live for the Lord and deny ungodly and 

worldly desires that once enslaved us (Titus 2:12). Why do we forgive one another when they 

have hurt us? Because God, through the redeeming work of Christ, has forgiven us (Ephesians 
4:32). Why are husbands called to love their wife? Because of the redemption we have by the 

offering of Christ on our behalf (Ephesians 5:25). Why do we assemble to worship every first 
day of the week? Because of the resurrected Christ who redeemed us (Romans 15:5-6). Why are 

we to see others as more important than ourselves? Because Christ offered Himself showing us, 

we were more important to Him (Philippians 2:3-8).  Why does God call us into living holy, pure 
lives? Because of the precious price paid for our redemption. Why do we need to move away 

from sinful behavior and bad examples? Because we died and have been buried with Christ who 
died to remove sin in us (Romans 6:1-22). Why are we called to love one another? Because He 

laid down His life for us by loving us first (I John 3:16).



When is the last time you sat and seriously meditated on the idea of redemption? Or maybe 

you never have? We aren’t called to live our lives with goodness and good behavior because we 
are good people with a few flaws! We aren’t called to live righteously because we are special 

over others! We are called to live our lives in holiness and purity because we have been 
redeemed with the unblemished and spotless blood of Jesus Christ! We were rescued from slaves 

of the devil to children of God and through His redemption made us His beloved children. 

Everything we do, everything we say, everything we are should be tied to His redemption. We’ve 
earned nothing. It’s God’s gift to us and our heart responding back is our offering to Him in 

gratitude. “Redeemed how I love to proclaim it! Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb; Redeemed 
through His infinite mercy, His child, and forever I am.” What a song for our hearts to sing and 

our minds to dwell on. Think about it!!!
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