
 

Sunday – January 5, 2020 

Heart to Heart... 
We just finished a study on the ‘Second Coming of Christ.’ There are so many misused 

Scriptures floating around framing false doctrinal teachings. One of those teachings is the 

“Rapture.” A vast majority of religions, Bible scholars and theologians believe in and promote 
the “Rapture” teachings. This doctrine they teach is taken from I Thessalonians 4:13-18 but 

misused. The doctrine of the “Rapture” teaches that a secret event will occur where all the 

faithful will be called away to the Lord and the rest will be left on this earth for a seven-year 
period during which the evil world ruler, the “Anti-Christ”, will arise. (You’ve probably seen 

bumper stickers that say, “In case of Rapture, this car will me unmanned” or something to that 
effect.) During this seven-year period, those remaining on this earth will endure the most intense 

suffering ever known to mankind they call “The Great Tribulation.” At the end of the seven-year 

period, the Lord will return to this earth, defeat the “Anti-Christ” in the Battle of Armageddon 
and set up His kingdom on earth in Jerusalem where He will reign for a thousand years. That’s 

why you see so many looking to Israel today.

It is clear to see how this doctrine pulls in a lot of things spoken in Revelation. The 

“Rapture” doctrine was formed by a man named John Darby in 1830. He was a British preacher/

scholar. As a result of his teaching, many false teachings arose and numerous religious groups 
were formed. The words “caught up” used in I Thessalonians 4:17 are what they point to for the 

“Rapture”. The Greek word for “caught up” is ‘harpazo.’ The Latin word is ‘rapturo’ from 
where we get our word “Rapture.”

What escapes the notice of these scholars, preachers and theologians is that Christ is not 

going to return two times as this doctrine teaches. When this world ends at the return of Christ, 
the dead in Christ will rise first and those remaining (in Christ) will meet the Lord in the air. 

Read the I Thessalonian 4:13-18 for yourself! Paul was encouraging the brethren not to grieve as 
those who have no hope. Noticing carefully that Jesus is never to set foot on this earth again! His 

kingdom is already here and Paul teaches us upon His return, He will hand over the kingdom to 



God the Father, abolishing all rule and all authority and power (I Corinthians 15:23-26). The 

‘Anti-Christ’ was already present in the days of John and there were many (I John 2:18).

Because there is so much abuse and misuse of the book of Revelation, it is easy for many to 

formulate a doctrine of their desire. If one would read Revelation 1:1-4, you note two valuable 
keys to the book. First, it is written directly to the seven churches. Those congregations of the 

Lord were under persecution by Rome, the world power. Secondly, the book speaks of “the 

things which must soon take place” and need to be heeded because “the time is near.” The 
events of this book were coming soon and John closes this Revelation of Jesus Christ with these 

same words! It wasn’t something to happen 2000 yrs. in the future or further. To make the book 
speak to us today to prepare for this ‘Battle of Armageddon’ and the “Great Tribulation’ is 

serving God’s word an injustice. It is the only book written with a warning not to add or take 

away from the words written (Revelation 22:18-19). This book shows the reign of Jesus upon 
this earth as He is King of king and Lord of lords and how Jesus dismantles the world ruler, the 

Roman Empire, who was harming His people. It’s a book of victory and encouragement for them 
in their day and for us to see how the Lord does control all things on this earth.

Don’t be deceived by the “Rapture” teachings. Jesus is not going to snatch up Christians 

suddenly and mysteriously, leaving the ungodly on this earth, then have seven years of 
tribulations, returning again and set up His kingdom on earth. Peter makes it real clear that when 

the Lord returns, He will come like a thief (how many try to tell us dates?), and the present 
heavens and earth will pass away with a great roar and all the things will be burned with intense 

heat (II Peter 3:10). Paul told the Thessalonians that the “the Lord Himself will descend from 

heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God…” (I 
Thessalonians 4:16). The devil is the great deceiver and will pervert God’s word.  

Think about it!!!

Brent


