
 

Sunday – January 12, 2020 

Heart to Heart... 
This will be a two-part article. The question was asked: “Is applause an appropriate 

response in the worship of our Lord?” It’s a good question and we have been in those situations 

where one is baptized into Christ and when they come up, we want to clap as an approval. We 
are overjoyed and know the meaning of one being forgiven in Jesus.

There is a word used in Scripture which was spoken as a response to the good of something 

from God. In Deuteronomy 27, Moses was giving charges to the people. The Levites would 
teach and all the people answered and said with a loud voice: “AMEN.” 12 times the people 

were called to say “Amen.” We use “amen” at the closing of our prayers or maybe the end of a 
song we speak out, “amen.” Maybe during preaching of the word, we are struck with the 

message from God and we speak, “amen!” Do we realize the significance of this word?

Our English word “Amen” is a transliteration (meaning using a word from one language to 
another one must use corresponding letters of another alphabet). The Hebrew word is “Amhn” 

which is derived from the Hebrew word “Aman” meaning absolute trustworthy, to be faithful. It 
is used of the character of God. In Deuteronomy 7:9 it speaks of God is “the faithful (Aman) 

God.” He is characterized by His faithfulness in all His ways. In Isaiah 49:7, “Aman” is used in 

describing His faithfulness. In the above passage in Deuteronomy 27, “Aman” was used to 
express their recognition of His faithfulness coupled with the idea of their willingness to submit 

to His teachings. This Hebrew word “Aman” was used to express complete consent, in complete 
agreement in the praise of a faithful, trustworthy God. Anytime God used the word “Aman”, He 

was stating “it is and shall be so!” speaking of His faithfulness. When the people used the word 

“Aman”, it meant “so let it be!” It was a heart of worship and submission to what He states as 
faithful and true. His faithfulness, His trustworthiness, His truth was affirmed by saying 

“Amen!”

In the New Testament, the word “Amen” is spoken of as the title of Christ Jesus Himself 

(Revelation 3:14). Why is He, called by God, “the Amen?” Because Jesus is faithful and 

trustworthy and all of God’s purposes are established in Him and through Him. In other words: 



“It is and shall be so!” Praise is given to the Savior, the Lamb of God, and the four living 

creatures before the throne were saying, “Amen!” meaning “so let it be!” (Revelation 5:13-14) 
Angels standing around the throne, fell on their faces, worshiped God saying, 

“Amen” (Revelation 7:11-12). The book of Revelation ends with the words from Jesus, “Yes, I 
am coming quickly.” John responds, “Amen” meaning “so let it be!” This little word is a 

response to the faithfulness and divine nature of God and His Christ. It is used as an acceptance 

of truth and putting trust in that truth.

Paul taught the church at Corinth that in the assembly, things need to be understood plainly 

rather than chaotic and out-spoken things so those ungifted could say, “Amen!” (I Corinthians 
14:15-16) Some of the letters written in the New Testament ends with the word, 

“Amen.” (Romans 16:25-27; II Peter 3:18; Jude 25)

  What is the message? What do we learn? “Amen” is more than a word spoken at the end of 
a prayer. It is a decision of the one speaking it of submission and recognition of God’s 

faithfulness. We agree with Him and express our agreement with Him by saying “Amen!”

“Amen” is God directed! “Amen” is affirming that what is done or said is according to His 

truth! “Amen” is recognition of God’s trustworthiness and faithfulness. God speaks, “and it shall 

be so.” Our response: “amen,” meaning “so let it be!” More next week. Think about it!!!
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