
 

Sunday – July 5, 2020 

Heart to Heart... 
I would like to teach us something about the need for spiritual wisdom where we can discern 

what is helpful and what is not helpful (Ephesians 1:17). It seems there are too many things 

spoken in the religious vein that just doesn’t line up completely with Scripture even though there 

may be a small element of truth to it.

Many put on their social media, “God is good.” That is a true statement. James says: “Every 

good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, 

with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.” (James 1:17) While we acknowledge the 

goodness of God, His goodness seems mostly attached to things like: “I got an unexpected gift of 

money. God is good!” Or, “I just got a new job. God is good!”  Or, “I got a good Dr. report 

today. God is good.” These suffice to show that when things are well, in our favor, we speak 

about the goodness of God and we should. However, have you ever heard anyone state the 

goodness of God when difficulties hit? “My father passed away. God is good.” Or, “My child is 

sick. God is good.” Or “I lost my job. God is good.” Reporting difficulties and facing 

difficulties, I’m not sure I have ever seen anyone post that “God is good.” 

Listen to Jeremiah speaking about the Babylonians destroying the city of Jerusalem where 

God’s name resided: “The Lord’s lovingkindness indeed never cease, for His compassions 

never fail. They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness. ‘The Lord is my portion,’ 

says my soul, therefore I will hope in Him. It is good that he waits silently for the salvation of 

the Lord.”  (Lamentations 3:22-26) Notice the praise, the hope and goodness of God ascribed in 

the midst of this terrible disaster. During difficulties, does the goodness of God stop?

Paul speaking to the church at Thessalonica wrote these words: “Rejoice always; pray 

without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  (I 

Thessalonians 5:16-18) This is God’s will! As Paul sat in prison, not knowing if he would be 

spared or given a death sentence told the Philippians: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will 



say, rejoice.”  (Philippians 4:4) Rejoicing in the Lord always is what brings honor and glory to 

God’s name. God is working in the midst of our difficulties to help shape us, mold us and make 

us more into the image of His Son. 

Yes, God is good…ALL THE TIME and if we only proclaim His goodness when good things 

happen to us, we might need to reexamine our relationship with Him and His Son. Do you 

believe Jesus saw the goodness of God when He was praying in the garden before His death? 

There is no such thing as unjust suffering for a child of God. God causes all things to work 

together for our good if we love Him and devote ourselves to His purposes (Romans 8:29). May 

God give us a spirit of wisdom to discern. Think about it!!!

 

    Brent


