
 

Sunday – December 13, 2020 

Heart to Heart... 
All of us have been trying to adjust to this new normal. The COVID virus, social distancing, 

limited gatherings, no gatherings, on-line worship have just swamped us. It seems like overnight 

and the world has changed and it doesn’t look as if it will end anytime soon. Many are trying to 

do their part to help prevent the spread of this virus. For some, it has become very difficult. Let 

me offer a couple of things to help us during this time. I am speaking to those who are in Christ 

and sincerely serving Him. 

1. PLAN WITH GOD!  We have become too familiar with life on this earth and take too 

many things for granted. We have our plans in our jobs, schools, vacations and retirement. Our 

weeks are planned, our month and even the year is planned, always assuming things will go 

according to plans. What slips our minds is this: “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow 

we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a 

profit.’ Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that 

appears for a little while and then vanishes away. Instead, you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, 

we will live and also do this or that.’ But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such 

boasting is evil.” (James 4:13-16) 

How easy is it to dismiss the things of God and insert our own agenda? Is this not evil in the 

eyes of the Lord to plan without God? There is nothing wrong with planning unless we leave 

God out of the picture. This virus has taught us this and God is speaking loudly. Things can 

change in a heart-beat. Life in this world is uncertain and that uncertainty can easily become a 

distraction for what is really important.  

Our goal is God and His eternal kingdom: “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which 

also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our 



humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He 

has even to subject all things to Himself.” (Philippians 3:20-21) 

If our hope is this world and our plans in this world, we live for nothing. We are citizens of 

God’s kingdom and need to live as those citizens. His eternal kingdom is where we set our hope, 

our lives and joy waiting to reign with Jesus. Just think, no concern for shortage of toilet paper, 

no virus, no in-home worship because God has something better awaiting us. We need to focus 

on the Lord alone in our faith and plan with Him. 

2. OUR ASSEMBLING TOGETHER SHOULD BE SHAPING US, NOT ENSLAVING 

US! Many across this land are unable to gather in person to worship. It is missed. Sunday 

gatherings are very important to our faith development. The Supper, the singing of praise, 

praying, giving and listening to God’s message are to shape our character and faith. They are not 

simply ‘motions’ we go through as if fulfilling some duty. It’s about a heart of faith and love. I 

have gathered with my brothers and sisters in these faith-shaping activities my whole life. I look 

forward to resuming to be with my church family. But with that said, we ought not feel as if God 

is angry with us for not being able to gather in person. There should be no guilt. Grace eliminates 

guilt! Paul was in prison unable to attend in person but it didn’t stop his faith and reaching to 

God. Just read Philippians. In fact, it shaped his faith into a deeper commitment. Our assemblies 

are to shape us into the people God seeks. When we worship on-line at home, we are being 

loving in consideration of one another because the assembly’s past should have shaped us into 

this present. We still worship and fellowship Jesus in His Supper. The Supper, the gospel of Jesus 

Christ shapes us into people to love and show mercy. The Pharisees were very religious and yet 

found themselves doing duties and ignoring mercy, justice and faithfulness. (Matthew 23:23) 

Worship is a heart engaged, faith reaching beyond us and allowing God to use it to shape our 

character. How do you see your worship? Think about it!!! 

    Brent


