
 

Sunday – April 4, 2021 

Heart to Heart... 
Do we understand the roles in the church as given by the Lord? Many don’t and you can see 

it in how they describe the different roles. Some refer to the preacher, calling him ‘Pastor’. There 

is no such term in Scripture for the preacher unless he is one of the elders. Ephesians 4:11 

speaks: “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and 

some as pastors and teachers.” The phrase “pastors and teachers” is speaking of one role. It is 

one function and the idea is ‘teaching pastors.’ This term ‘pastor’ is the noun form of the word 

‘shepherd’ (‘poimen’ is the Greek word) which is an elder (I Peter 5:2). This is one of the most 

difficult things to get across to many.   

The evangelists are what we call the preachers. Paul, speaking to the preacher Timothy, 

charged him to “do the work of an evangelist.” (II Timothy 4:5) The preachers are evangelists, a 

messenger of good news, a proclaimer of God’s teachings and this is his work. Philip was an 

evangelist (Acts 21:8) The evangelist role is to preach the word of God in sincerity and truth (II 

Timothy 4:1-2) and not deviating from that role. 

In the Lord’s church, there are the roles called ‘elders.’ It’s not a title to carry around but a 

work They are the shepherds, the overseers of the Lord’s church and are accountable to the Lord 

Himself. Too many times we understand the title but not the roles. Who are we asked to call if 

we are sick? The elders (James 5:14). Many think this is the role of the preacher. It’s interesting 

that while we don’t call our preacher ‘pastor,’ unless he is serving as one of the elders, in title but 

we treat him like it’s his job to visit the sick and many other things. That’s not to say an 

evangelist shouldn’t visit those sick but this is the work of all those in Christ. We need to treat 

the elders as shepherds, the overseers and the evangelists like an evangelist as the Lord calls us. 

If we are speaking of being the church of the New Testament, let’s follow the teachings. The 

evangelist and the shepherds work in harmony for one thing: “For the equipping of the saints 



for the work of service, to the building up the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:12) The evangelist 

and elders are to equip you, to give you what you need for serving and building up the body of 

Christ. The church as a whole has a responsibility before the Lord in their work.  

There is the role of ‘deacons,’ those men who serve the church in special works. Sometimes 

things need to be attended to in a special way and their work is vital in providing that. That’s 

why the character of a deacon is so important (I Timothy 3:8-13). They are trustworthy men that 

can be depended upon in their tasks for the sake of the Lord. They are men that “hold to the 

mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.” The mystery of the faith is at the front of their 

serving, which is the gospel of Jesus Christ and their conscience isn’t polluted by other ideas. 

The role of these men is to have dignity, a man that inspires respect for his conduct in his service.  

Take a look how you view these roles in the Lord’s church. These men aren’t perfect and as 

men they will make mistakes but they do have the Lord’s interest at heart. As elders, the Lord’s 

authority is behind them. (Hebrews 13:17) As evangelists, the Lord’s authority is behind their 

preaching. (Titus 2:15) As deacons, the Lord’s authority is behind their service. (I Timothy 3:13) 

The church must recognize the authority of the Lord and the roles He set in place. Your attitude 

toward such reveals your recognition of the Lord. We need to pray for such men and highly 

esteem them, respect them because of the Lord (I Thessalonians 5:12-13). Think about it!!! 

   Brent


