
 

Sunday – July 18, 2021 

Heart to Heart... 
We are being taught right and left to fear. Fear AIDS, fear radon, fear the ozone layer being 

depleted, fear the loss of the rain forest, fear climate change, fear Covid, fear terrorists and fear 

other physical things. Fear is a way to control the mind-set of people and therefore controlling 

their life. The world is selling everyone on fear! Fear, fear, fear! With all this talk and pointing to 

the physical things around, here is a strange phenomenon: whatever one says, don’t fear the 

Lord! Fear everything but the Lord. Let’s just throw Him out, remove any influence that He 

might have over us and turn away as quickly as possible. Let’s not discuss Him as our Creator, 

Lord and Savior! Let’s not find in Him our safe haven and refuge! Let’s not see Him as the One 

who has the final say over our eternal destiny. Was it not Jesus who spoke to His disciples: “Why 

are you afraid, you men of little faith?” (Matthew 8:26)  

 When it comes to the things of God, fear is a “no-no”! If we do speak of God let’s speak 

only of His love, the God of mercy and His grace because that’s the kind of God we serve. While 

that is a true statement, there is more involved in understanding the Father and His love. 

Whatever is spoken, do not speak about the wrath of God. Let’s not speak about someone being 

lost eternally. Whatever we do, let’s not warn people if they do not heed the Lord and are 

disobedient to His teachings, there will be serious eternal consequences. Let’s not preach/teach 

anything that has to do with fear of the Lord. Perish the thought that anyone could really be lost! 

After all, those who believe in the Lord Jesus will make it and the majority believe it! Don’t 

speak of an eternal hell! The mind-set today is like that of the Gentile world where Paul said, 

“For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they 

became futile in their speculations and their foolish heart was darkened.” (Romans 1:21) Let’s 

ignore God’s word against those disobedient: “Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to 

those who fell, severity, but to you, God’s kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise, 

you also will be cut off.” (Romans 11:22) Without the fear of the Lord, there will be little 



concern with the small gate and narrow way that leads one to life, the life of God (Matthew 

7:13-14). Listen to these words of the Lord: “Destruction and misery are in their paths, and the 

path of peace they have not known. There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Romans 

3:16-18) 

What are we to do with the words of Jesus when speaking to His disciples: “Do not fear 

those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to 

destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Matthew 10:28)? What about the wise man Solomon when 

he penned by the Holy Spirit these words: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.” (Proverbs 1:7)? What about the rebuke one 

criminal on the cross gave the other while he was hurling abuse at Jesus: “Do you not even fear 

God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?” (Luke 23:40) Maybe we need 

to heed what the Psalmist said: “Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, on those 

who hope for His lovingkindness, to deliver their soul from death and to keep them alive in 

famine. Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield.” (Psalm 33:18-20) 

Brethren, if one loses the fear of the Lord, they will lose everything! You will lose your sense 

of reality and the desire for the will of the Lord. There will be no need to teach others the saving 

gospel. There will be no need to be concerned about eternity. Live the way you want, have the 

attitude you want, it doesn’t matter because in the end you will make it just fine! That’s the lie of 

the devil. If we are wise, we will take to heart the admonition of the apostle Peter in reminding 

us of the holiness of God: “But like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all 

your behavior; because it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’ If you address as Father 

the One who impartially judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear 

during the time of your stay on earth.” (I Peter 1:15-17) Think about it!!!  

   Brent


