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Sunday – August 22, 2021 

Heart to Heart ... 
We have probably heard that annoying ad on the radio about the test of the Emergency 

Broadcast System. While it is annoying it does serve a purpose. We too can be given a wisdom 

test. The term “wisdom” is where one has insight to the true nature of understanding things. 

When one understands the nature of a situation, then you will know how to apply that 

understanding in your life. Too many live by the wrong source and that’s why they choose the 

wrong application in their lives.  

Let’s give a test for the wisdom we use on a daily basis. The first test is to realize there are 

two sources of wisdom. First, the apostle Paul speaks of a “wisdom of this age” (I Corinthians 

2:6) and then calls it “human wisdom.”  (I Corinthians 2:13) James expands this for us, calling 

this wisdom as “earthly, natural and demonic.” (James 3:16) Natural man uses natural wisdom! 

(I Corinthians 2:14) It’s amazing this type of wisdom is the realm demons work in and through! 

That should alarm us. When people use this type of wisdom, (and everyone outside Christ does 

along with some in Christ too), they might be smart and successful but they offer no spiritual 

insight or advancement. In our social media, so many never think of letting everyone know what 

is going on in their lives and want insight from others who are operating off this natural wisdom. 

Have you ever thought of that? Natural, unspiritual people operate off a wisdom from the world, 

based on the world and their experiences in the world. If many are operating off this type of 

wisdom, it gets difficult to discern what action is the proper godly action. “A man of 

understanding will acquire wise counsel.” (Proverbs 1:5) Not any counsel but wise (based on 

God). 

James tells us the warning signs to test about this wisdom of the age, that is natural, earthly, 

demonic. There are two key elements to it: “jealousy” and “selfish ambition.” (James 3:16) This 

is the fruit of natural wisdom. This “jealousy” is a despising and resentment of someone. Have 

you ever had that for another? That’s not coming from the Lord. “Selfish ambition” is simply 



what you want, your personal desires and fulfilling those. It’s a contentment on following self 

while no one can tell you otherwise. It’s all about me and my happenings. This wisdom leads to 

disorder (confusion) and other evil things. Its so natural people have no clue of the evil it can 

lead one into. Simply put, sin never enters their mind while using this wisdom.  

The test for God’s wisdom is found in James 3:17-18. This wisdom is not acquired through 

natural means or common sense. It does not come from any earth ties. This is a wisdom gained 

only from God. Let’s test ourselves and see if we recognize this spiritual wisdom in us: pure 

(unmixed with earthly sense), peaceable (harmonious relationships), gentle (considerate of 

others), reasonable (willing to yield not wanting your way), full of mercy (merciful to others who 

hurt you and compassion for those less fortunate), good fruits (the extension of mercy), 

unwavering (a steadfastness and unshakable trust in the Lord no matter what comes) and without 

hypocrisy (not faking or pretending) This wisdom is seen in our daily approach to life and how 

we react to situations we encounter. It’s not just one or two of these elements but the whole. Paul 

says an unspiritual man or natural man cannot accept the things from the Spirit of God because 

to him, they are foolishness to them (I Corinthians 2:14). Such people cannot appraise the real 

needs of life and just live off of their impulses. They simply cannot understand because the 

wisdom from God is completely different, from a spiritual source and cannot be attained by any 

human effort. How did you do with the test? Think about it!!! 
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