
 

Sunday – November 14, 2021 

Heart to Heart... 
It is often spoken about. Some want to argue while others simply question and have little clue 

about the teaching. It goes something like this: “Does one have to be baptized to be saved?” or 

“Do I have to be re-baptized to join your church?” Questions like this reveal the utter confusion 

that exists about baptism. Religion is not uniting people to oneness in teaching to the Lord but is 

dividing and sending out a message to pick and choose what you like, what you are comfortable 

with. That is completely opposite of what Jesus taught and prayed (John 17:16-21).  

There are many people who sincerely are striving to live a life that pleases the Lord but have 

no understanding what the truth of His word teaches about baptism, saving faith and the 

household of God being “the pillar and support of the truth.” (I Timothy 3:15). People see one 

church as good as another, bouncing from here to there for whatever suits them (friends, 

entertainment, social activities), never investigating (or not wanting to know) what is being 

taught about the truth of salvation. One does not want to get to eternity finding out they either 

were deceived or deceived themselves by not seeking the truth. Let’s take a moment, with open 

hearts toward God’s word, and look closely at what the apostles of Jesus, who received their 

teaching from Jesus, taught about baptism in relation to salvation after His resurrection.  

What many believe about baptism (and the majority of people believe in baptism in some 

form), is a take it or leave it attitude. Many believe baptism is a simple religious ceremony. 

Baptismal days or Sundays are offered. Others think baptism is how you “join” a certain group. 

These teachings/beliefs did not come from the teachings of Jesus and His apostles and sure are 

not found in Scripture. 

Let’s start with the word “baptism”. The word literally means “the process of immersion, 

submersion and emergence.” (Vines Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words.) Notice it 

is “immersion” or “submersion” which is to dip or put under. It is not a sprinkling or pouring of 



water over the head. Sprinkling is a completely different Greek word than baptism. Baptism is 

spoken in contrast to the word ‘buried’. (See Romans 6:3/Colossians 2:12) When a person is 

physically “buried,” we do not take some ground sprinkle it over them or some dirt poured over 

their head. Baptism was always understood in Biblical times as a complete burial, an immersion 

into water to emerge in a newness of life. This teaching was not a new idea to the Jew’s but the 

term took on a different meaning many years after the death of the last apostle. Many believe that 

salvation is by God’s generous grace (and it is!) but in the process, they ignore the purpose of 

baptism in relationship to God’s grace. It is often claimed baptism has nothing to do with 

salvation, so the many believe they are saved before baptism and baptism was nothing more than 

an outer sign of an inner faith and salvation. That concept is completely foreign in God’s word. If 

baptism has nothing to do with salvation, then why do it? If baptism has nothing to do with 

salvation, there is no need for it! This is where many stray from the truth believing Jesus was 

baptized so we are too. Salvation is by grace through faith and will always be by grace through 

faith! In man’s response to God’s grace through faith in Christ, God still calls all people to be 

baptized into the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins (Mark 16:16/Acts 2:38/

Acts 22:16). The grace of God and faith in Christ must be tied to baptism and His apostles taught 

that. There must have been something major about baptism if Jesus instructed His own apostles 

after His resurrection to go and preach the gospel to all the world baptizing those who believe to 

be saved. Jesus tied baptism to faith in the gospel prior to being saved. No belief in the gospel, 

no baptism in the name of Jesus for forgiveness! No baptism, no salvation! That’s the very words 

of Jesus. Think about it!!!  

   Brent


