
 

Sunday – February 20, 2022 

Heart to Heart... 
I must say I can’t remember, but I might have written something to this effect in the recent 

past but nevertheless, I’m writing it again to teach us so bear with me. 

This last week it came across my desk of someone writing about baptism, saying that baptism 

is a sign for salvation already possessed. They state that baptism saves no one but only by faith 

receiving Jesus into your heart. They teach when one is baptized, they are only expressing the 

salvation they have already received from accepting the Lord through His grace. It can be 

confusing to some and persuasive to others but let’s look closely at this. 

In Acts 2:38, the apostle Peter said these words, inspired by the Holy Spirit: “Repent, and 

each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” The question in this is: Was Peter telling the people that 

day to be baptized in order to be forgiven or was he telling them to be baptized because they 

were already forgiven? 

One little word plays a big part in understanding in this verse: FOR. It is the Greek word 

“eis.” If you listen to some, they will say this word means “because of” the forgiveness of your 

sins. In other words, baptism, they teach, is to show your sins have already been removed and 

forgiven. This little Greek word “eis”/ “for” never, in any place in Scripture, means “because” 

or “because of.” That’s a twist some put on it. There are a couple of Greek scholars I know of 

that teach “because of.” Here are the following translations of the meaning of this word “eis” 

found in Scriptures: to, unto, for, towards and at. This word is used over 1700 times in the New 

Testament, and it always expresses a movement toward a goal and the indicated purpose. It 

never looks back to something. Those who hold to the idea “because of” simply do that to 

uphold their doctrine of belief.  



Here is a good illustration some point to trying to prove it means “because” or “because of.” 

Jesus spoke these words in Matthew 12:41: “The men of Nineveh will stand up with this 

generation at the judgment, and will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of 

Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.” I underlined the word “at” as it is 

the word “eis” in this verse. But it doesn’t mean “because” or “because of.” It means “at the 

point of.” The people of Nineveh repented “at the point” of Jonah preaching to them. They didn’t 

repent before his preaching or looking back to some point. Again “eis” never means “because 

of.”  

When Jesus instituted His Supper, listen to the exact phrase He used compared to Acts 2:38: 

“And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, 

all of you; for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sin.” (Matthew 26:27-28) I underlined the word “for” because it is the Greek 

word “eis.” Was Jesus saying that His blood was poured out “because of” sins had been 

forgiven? Not hardly as He hadn’t died. Then was His death an outer sign that sins had been 

forgiven even before He suffered and died? 

Read and trust the Scripture. It says, “for the forgiveness of your sins.” In each translation, it 

is always translated “for” or “unto.” It’s inaccurate to state “because of.” Every major translation 

makes the point clear; baptism is the time and point sins are forgiven. It’s not a work of man but 

faith in the trusting God at His word, His promise (Colossians 2:12). And baptism never 

contradicts being saved by grace through faith in God’s work through Jesus (I Peter 3:21). 

Baptism is not a work or merits salvation, but it is the uniting point with Jesus which He saves us 

by our faith (Romans 6:1-7). It’s at that time one calls on the name of Jesus (Acts 22:16). If 

baptism is a work of man, which some claim, then repentance and confession would also be 

included as a work of man! Think about it!!!  

  Brent 


