
 

Sunday – July 17, 2022 

Heart to Heart... 
Have you ever been hurt by a brother or sister in Christ? Sure we have. Have you ever been 

disappointed by another child of God? Sure we have. What did you do when you were hurt, 

disappointed or offended? Did you sit and stew about them? Did you think in your mind how 

horrible they were and calling themselves a “Christian”? Did thoughts of revenge or giving them 

a piece of your mind make an entrance? What did you do? The reason we find so much weakness 

within the church is because many in the church continues to stand on weakness rather than 

Christ and His strength! The reason the church struggles to move forward is because some hold 

to grudges and hurts rather than listen to the voice of the Lord and His direction. 

Children of God feel justified for holding to grudges or hard feelings, not realizing it is 

costing them spiritually and if they refuse to bring it to the Lord and forgive, eventually their 

souls. Here’s the voice of the Lord: “Love your enemies.” (Luke 6:27) I know we don’t like to 

think of a brother or sister being an enemy but our attitudes toward them seem to speak to that. 

They shouldn’t but sometimes, and sadly to say, brethren want to destroy you. Sometimes it’s 

those tied to Jesus that are worse than the lost world! Jesus said, “Love them!” That means don’t 

wish them harm, don’t sulk and stew about a situation while talking about them behind their 

back. Where is love in that? That’s just spreading more sin and division and now you have 

become part of the problem. The Lord must deal with you.  

We are called to sacrifice for those who treat you with contempt (Romans 12:20-21)! That is 

Christ calling us upward into Himself. That’s His love. “Bless those who curse you, pray for 

those who mistreat you.” (Luke 6:28) Have you ever spoken well to the one that curses you? 

What about when someone mistreats you, do you find yourself praying for them or taking a bad 

attitude toward them not wanting to speak to them or be in the same room with them? These are 

serious issues. Jesus speaks to love, bless and pray when you are mistreated by anyone! Do we 



hear? Did Jesus do that? Love is the perfect bond of unity (Colossians 3:14). In order to preserve 

the unity of the Spirit, we must practice love toward those who mistreat us. When you pray for 

one who has hurt you, you are taking that individual before the throne of God asking God to deal 

with them in His righteousness while you soften your heart to be ready to help at God’s bidding. 

You are taking the nature of Christ, His Spirit, and dealing with His body in the way to promote 

spiritual growth in truth. When one takes a disgruntled stance against another brother or sister, 

they are helping the body deteriorate into corruption and fleshliness. It creates division, opposite 

of what the Lord calls us to. Even if you didn’t do the wrong, you could end up being on the side 

of wrong just by your attitude. “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander 

be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving 

each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.” (Ephesians 4:31-32) That’s the word 

of the Lord. Think about it!!!  
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