
 

Sunday – August 21, 2022 

Heart to Heart... 
God calls for faith! Too many have intellectual assent, not faith. People have knowledge they 

have gained from study, reading and lessons they have heard but that’s not necessarily faith. One 

needs knowledge to create faith but faith has nothing to do with your smarts or intellect!! It has 

everything to do with God’s word and receiving His word by putting it into action, not just 

growing your intellect.  

Faith is responding to the will and word of God. When faced with a difficulty or a major 

decision, is it by faith or just intellectual reasoning? Faith is making a proper move according to 

the word of God and not what you see, feel or think. Faith seeks God. Paul spoke of Abraham 

that he believed God and God credited his faith as righteousness (Romans 4:3). How could God 

credit Abraham righteous? Because of trusting faith. Abraham’s faith was in God, and he 

responded to God’s word when he was called to respond. He didn’t have intellectual assent just 

saying, “I believe in God!” God spoke and Abraham responded. Abraham took what God spoke 

and it moved him the direction God wanted. Abraham believed God!!! God said he is a righteous 

man! That’s faith. 

Too many today are using positive thinking for a desired outcome. Others try to work things 

out the direction they want something to go. “God helps those who help themselves!” is the basis 

of what many believe. None of these are faith. That’s the intellect taking over. When we put our 

trust in thinking positive, believing positive things will happen, that’s faith in the power of 

ourselves. When we work things out by ourselves, that’s faith in us doing the work. Abraham 

was surrounded by every human element that there would be no heir for him and Sarah. The 

Scriptures teach that Sarah’s womb was dead (Romans 4:19). All biological reasoning and 

common sense said it was impossible. But here came God’s word and “with respect to the 

promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, and 



being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform.” (Romans 

4:20-21) Faith looks intently at what God speaks and is assured God will do as He has said. Faith 

glorifies God! Faith responds! Faith doesn’t try to understand. Faith trusts in the most difficult of 

situations and walks with God where and how God asks! It’s not blind but trusts God at His 

word.  

People face difficulties and they try to keep themselves occupied to keep from thinking about 

situations. That’s where our intellect takes us. Faith knows and responds that God promises it all 

is for our spiritual good if we love Him and do as He asks (Romans 8:28). Faith trusts! Faith is 

the support of hope (Hebrews 11:1). Hope will never disappoint because of God. Wives, you 

might live with a crude and uncaring man but what does God speak for you to do? Submit and 

work on a gentle and quiet spirit (I Peter 3:1-5). Husbands, you might live with a head strong, 

independent wife but what does God speak? Love her as Christ loves (Ephesians 5:25). Some 

respond, “I tried that and it didn’t work! They are still the same.” That’s the intellect. Faith 

doesn’t “try” something from God to see if it works as if you are trying on clothing. Faith walks 

with the Lord in the manner He asks, no matter what the outcome. It takes faith to follow the 

Lord all the way. God attaches His promises to His word. Faith trusts He will do as He says, if 

we will just accept and follow. Faith responds to God’s word. Faith doesn’t try to figure things 

out. Faith, true saving faith, will follow the Lord at His word no matter what you think, feel or 

what is seen. Do you have a saving faith? Think about it!!!   

  Brent 


