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Sunday – June 24, 2018 

To Know Christ... 
Every last Sunday of the month, we will use this opportunity in the bulletin to explore 

knowing Christ and Him crucified. We will take application from the offering of our Savior, in 
order to better see our Lord and His heart. We will also seek to make His heart our own. If the 
Lord will grant it, He will grow our hearts in faith, until we see Him face to face. 

People are ignorant. Often, even the use of the term “ignorant” is taken as a proverbial slap to 
the face. We usually just say, “They don’t know” or “They don’t understand.” How do we deal 
with those who have a severely limited understanding or ignorance? Do we aim to straighten 
them out quickly meanwhile showing little patience? Or brow beat them into seeing life from our 
better understood way of living? It is easy to be impatient and arrogant, and so we add to the 
corruption, knowing it is not how we should be. 

None of us truly know everything about everything. So we are often ignorant too, not 
understanding what is literally happening before our very own eyes, even with our own hands. 
Most drive a car, but many cannot convey how the engine works. We are ignorant. We flip the 
electrical switches to turn the lights on in our homes, but many are clueless as to how nuclear 
energy is captured to power our lamps. We are ignorant. We know a delicious meal when we 
taste it, but many do not know what it takes to grow the fruits, veggies, and animals raised that 
we enjoy eating. We are ignorant! We simply do not know everything about EVERYTHING! 

We know Jesus is not ignorant! He knows it all. He knew the envy in the hearts of the leaders 
of God’s own people, who sought out false witnesses to condemn the perfectly innocent Son of 
God. (Matthew 26:59) He heard the hate in the hearts of men as they cried out “CRUCIFY 
HIM!” (Matthew 27:23) [Can you hear the echo as they shouted it?] He felt the warm spit as it 
hit His skin, and the crown of thorns beaten into His head by the reed the soldiers used to mock 
Him. (Matthew 27:29-30) Jesus surrendered so much life in the blood that was released from His 
body that it changed the purple robe they put upon Him to a scarlet color (Mark 15:17/Matthew 
27:31). He knew why the hearts of these religious people hated, yes HATED Him. And yet 
knowing it all, Jesus cried out with failing strength … “Father, forgive them; for they do not 
know what they are doing.” In other words, they are ignorant Father, FORGIVE them! Jesus 
knew why He was hated, but the crowd was so controlled by the evil desire in their own hearts 
that the sinful response led to the suffering of our Savior. Our spiritual ignorance led us to a 
rebellion that cost the same price. 



We need to know Christ and Him crucified in order to imitate the Savior and not the crowd. 
In order to imitate Jesus, we have to examine our heart and stop ignoring our actions. Will we be 
patient when others intentionally hurt us? Will we be humble to earnestly offer grace to those 
who are ignorant or oblivious to their own attitudes and the harm they cause? FORGIVENESS 
takes patience, as well as kindness. Put another way: “Love is patient, love is kind.” (1 
Corinthians 13:4) It is a love that embodies humility to put the needs of one another ahead of our 
own fleshly desires, conveniences, and wants. The heart of Jesus is humble, patient, and kind! 
The only way to truly KNOW Christ, is to imitate HIM, striving to live like HE lived. We will see 
our own ignorance only by the grace of God and striving to walk in Jesus’ steps, and they may 
feel like leaps instead of steps at times! Or we can be ignorant like the crowd who needed to 
humbly turn to the Lord and submit whole heartedly. Look at Acts 2:41 to see two ways an 
unclean heart that is ready to surrender to God responds. 

- Carey Terry


