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Sunday – January 27, 2019 

To Know Christ... 
There is a Biblical scene that is quite striking in the mind. Matthew 27:26 says “Then he 

[Pilate] released Barabbas for them; but after having Jesus scourged, he handed Him [Jesus] over 

to be crucified.” We might picture it this way, we see Barabbas walking away, freed from 

custody, and then over his shoulder see Jesus being prepared for a scourging. Then an imminent 

crucifixion. Barabbas is the guilty that has been freed, as if innocent; and Jesus is the innocent 

being tortured, as if guilty. 

Barabbas was guilty on more than one account. John describes him as “a robber”, one who 

takes what is not theirs. (John 18:40) Matthew adds that he was a “notorious prisoner”, a well-

known criminal. (Matthew 27:15) Mark builds the list of Barabbas’ citations as an insurrectionist 

and a murderer. (Mark 15:7) “Insurrection” is a violent uprising against an authority or 

government. It is a refusal of obedience or submitting to order. Barabbas was a rebel! That 

rebellion had taken place there “in the city” of Jerusalem, and lives had been taken. (Luke 23:19) 

The name “Barabbas” means “son of the father”. Barabbas was one under the influence of the 

evil one, as a murderer, a rebel and a thief. 

Jesus is exactly the opposite of Barabbas. Jesus came to give life and give it more 

abundantly, not take life. Jesus came to give grace, not steal what is undeserved, but to GIVE 

what is unearned gifts. Jesus submitted fully to His heavenly Father, even to death, not to be self-

serving in his own fleshly desires. Jesus was a notorious servant, not a notorious criminal! And 

yet, as we picture the guilty, vile Barabbas being freed from custody, we see the Savior preparing 

to pay the full debt of the guilty. 

Who are we in this scene? Before we were immersed into Jesus for the forgiveness of our 

sins … we were Barabbas, sons of the evil one! We lived life however we fancied. We rebelled 

against God’s authority by lying and deception. We let anyone pay for our wrongs. Even after 

being converted to Christ, we can still become murderers if we hate our brother! (1 John 

3:15-16) “We know love by this, that He [Jesus] laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay 



down our lives for the brethren.” If we will learn to imitate Jesus, the righteous, we will lay 

down our lives for one another, as Jesus laid His life down for us. And we will take the hurts, the 

pains, and the lashes for evil and ungrateful people like Barabbas, or even our own brethren who 

swerve away from the truth. Then God will glorify us with His Son, our Savior, when He returns! 

Since Jesus was made to be sin for us, see the standing we can have in Christ. (Look at 2 

Corinthians 5:21) 

- Carey Terry


