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Sunday – April 28, 2018 

To Know Christ... 
Have you ever given up because it hurt and the stress was too overwhelming? Ever abandoned a 

spiritual responsibility? Ever knowingly turned away from God’s will in your life? Giving up is not a 
relief; giving in to stress does not bring comfort or peace. Jesus knew giving up was not an option 
while faithfully living His Father’s will. Listen to John 12:27-28, “Now My soul has become 
troubled; and what shall I say, ‘Father, save Me from this hour?’ But for this purpose I came to 
this hour. Father, glorify Your name.” The sufferings Jesus knew were ahead of Him troubled His 
soul, the eternal side of Him. Jesus knew that asking His Father to save or spare Him from this path 
to the cross was contrary to God’s purpose (His will) for the Savior. Instead of asking for this hour to 
pass, Jesus asked Him to glorify the name of His Father! Did you notice the selflessness? Do you see 
the humility? Glorify YOU and not ME! Even when Jesus’ own soul is troubled … Father, Glorify 
Your Name!  

There were several occasions where the door was open for Jesus to abandon this path to the 
cross, and dreadfully turn away from His Father’s will. Fix your eyes on Jesus’ heart in Matthew 
26:37-39: Jesus “began to be grieved and distressed”; then He said, “My soul is deeply grieved to 
the point of death.” The grief and the stress are already an avalanche, but listen to His prayer: “My 
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will.” Jesus refuses 
to let deep grief or stress be an excuse to forsake the path to Calvary, even when His soul is grieved 
to the point of death! Jesus desires to Glorify His Father, and fulfill the Father’s will. The Father 
responds to His Son’s faithful prayer by sending an angel to strengthen Him (Luke 22:43) and Jesus 
remained true to His Father’s will. He refused self, to glorify His Father.  

Time and time again Jesus denies Himself, and chooses to Glorify the Name of His Father. Jesus 
knew more than twelve legions of angels were at His disposal. (Matthew 26:53) Over 72,000 angels 
were on stand-by for Jesus to retaliate and deviate from this distressed pathway to the hill of 
Golgotha. While being slapped and provoked by officers, He will not even offer them a word or 
retaliation while being provoked. His heart was set on the cross, no matter what may come, even 
anguish, distress, grief, or harm. His face (mind) was set like flint (Isaiah 50:6-7). He was hard-
headed to do good, to do it all out of honor for His Father, to Glorify His Name!  

The same strength is available for you. Will you choose to deny yourself when grief and stress 
hit? Will you humble yourself and set your mind like flint to live your life for God’s will and to His 



Glory? We sing the lyrics “I have decided to follow Jesus … no turning back, no turning back. The 
world behind me, the cross before me … no turning back, no turning back. Tho none go with me, I 
still will follow … no turning back, no turning back.” The last verse of the song is where your heart 
will decide to accept or deny the pathway to imitate Jesus’ steps thru stress, grief, physical harm, and 
mental agony to the cross. “Will you decide now to follow Jesus? … no turning back, no turning 
back.” What does your everyday life in Christ say about your decision? Will you glorify the Father? 
Deny & humble yourself during stress and grief? Or deny the Lord and turn back? The Savior is 
ready at the cross.   

- Carey Terry


