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Sunday – June 30, 2019 

To Know Christ...  
In the book of James, he finishes the second chapter with these words “faith without works 

is dead.” Then, as if the next natural thought to the reader was …  then I’ll teach to show my 

faith is living and active. If I teach, I’ll show my faith! Then chapter 3 opens this way “Let not 

many of you become teachers.” James proceeds to show why the faithful should not all be 

teachers, “…knowing that as such (teachers) we will incur a stricter judgement.” Teachers 

must have a living & active faith. As teachers, if there is only a dead faith (a belief that only 

translates to words and not actions) we will gain for ourselves a great condemnation (stricter 

judgement). Teachers are not exempt from dying spiritually due to a dead faith. When we teach 

the ways of Jesus and His faith without submitting to Him as our Lord, we have gained for 

ourselves a great condemnation. (And forgiveness is still available in Jesus if we return to faith).  

God can use teachers with weaknesses, Moses said he had never been eloquent and was slow 

of speech and slow of tongue. (Exodus 4:10) God knew what was in Moses, and God used him 

because of his heart of faith, in spite of his flaws and weaknesses. Paul was described this way 

by others “His letters are weighty and strong, but his personal presence is unimpressive and 

his speech contemptible.” (2 Corinthians 10:10) However, God used him mightily because of 

his heart of faith to write almost half of the New Testament Scriptures (13 books). Our 

weaknesses do not pose a limitation to how God will use teachers, but a dead faith will bring the 

stricter judgement. 

What made Jesus such an impressive master teacher? Those who heard the sermon on the 

mount noticed that Jesus was different. “When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds 

were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as 

their scribes.” (Matthew 7:28-29) The crowd of disciples could tell the difference. It is one thing 

to hear a NASA aeronautical engineer lecture about the lunar module and walking on the surface 

of the moon. It’s completely different to hear an astronaut tell about his experience of landing 

and walking on the moon. He has authority! Jesus has authority with faith because He walked by 



faith, and He could share the teachings of God concerning faith because of His love for the 

Father. 

Jesus did not come to simply teach about love. He came and lived it among us. He showed 

mankind what love truly is! He has authority because it was not the “theory of love” He taught, it 

was the faith in His Father to LOVE His enemy, from kindness & patience. As faithful teachers, 

we teach of this holy faith & love Jesus walked. But we will only have authority to teach it, if we 

walk by faith to love like HIM, so we can understand the Scriptures we teach. If our faith is dead 

and our love is dead, then stricter judgement is all we will be entitled to find. Let not many of 

you become teachers, God is not limited by our weaknesses, He is only limited in our lives if we 

choose to be dead in love and faith. If we walk, talk, and live by faith, the listeners will hear the 

authority we find only in Jesus! 

- Carey Terry


