
 

Sunday – October 27, 2019 

To Know Christ...  
When Jesus was a 33 day old baby, Joseph and Mary took their son to the temple to do what 

was commanded in the Law, a customary offering. (Leviticus 12:1-6) There was a righteous and 

devout man there by the name of Simeon (do not confuse with Peter), who had been given a 

message from the Lord through His Spirit, that he would see the Lord’s Christ before he died. He 

was eagerly looking forward to this time when Israel would be consoled. When Joseph and Mary 

were carrying their Son into the Temple, Simeon took Jesus in his arms and blessed God! (Kind 

of scary, at first, for a new parent of only 33 days?) Then Simeon speaks these words, “Now 

Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, according to Your word; For 

my eyes have seen Your salvation, Which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, and the glory of Your people in 

Israel.” (Luke 2:29-32) Joseph and Mary were amazed at these words and Simeon blessed them 

as well! Then he said to Mary, “Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many 

in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed — and a sword will pierce even your own soul — to 

the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” (Luke 2:34-35) 

Now let’s flash forward roughly 33 years. Simeon told Mary that a sword would pierce even 

her own soul. I cannot fathom the difficulty of seeing your own Son who was born out of 

virginity (that you would perfectly understand), had performed miracles (that you were present 

for the first one), taught with authority (you had to look for Him in the Temple), and had 

continued in subjection to you through all the developing years, now be laid bare before your 

own eyes slaughtered, ridiculed, and enduring agony. Also knowing there is nothing that you can 

do to alter this devious plan of wicked men that would end in glory. Would it pierce your soul as 

a mother? For a son to die in any way at the age of 33 is considered tragic and horrifying. To 

have to watch your Son die and being powerless to change its course, you would be pierced as 

with a sword down to the deepest spiritual part of you, the soul. 

We are never hopeless with Jesus. Simeon told Mary and Joseph there would be “a sign to be 

opposed.” The sign is the resurrection of Jesus. His resurrection revealed the hearts of many! It 



showed how corrupt the religious leaders were. They even made up lies to spread to discredit 

Jesus’ resurrection. It revealed the weaknesses of His own apostles to deny Him, and even one to 

betray Him. It showed the joy of a mother who went out to anoint the body of her executed Son, 

to find Him ALIVE! It revealed the faithfulness of God to keep His promises. And it opened the 

way for Salvation to bring a Light to the Gentiles and for God’s people of Israel too. God already 

knew it all before it even began. He gave this message through His Spirit to Simeon, who passed 

it to the parents of Jesus. Can you trust the promises of God revealed to us in His Word to be 

true? If you do, you will someday see Jesus, our Salvation too. May we see the Lord’s Christ in 

our Hearts before we die…like Simeon! Then we too will depart in Peace as a bond-servant. 

- Carey Terry


