
 

Sunday – November 24, 2019 

To Know Christ...  
In our endeavor to imitate Jesus, we often find new questions to consider about the Son of 

God as He walked amidst His creation. That curiosity should drive us to Scripture to find 

concrete answers, not our own imagination leading us into the contrived conclusions of fiction. 
What caused Jesus to praise God, His Father? What moved Jesus to offer thanks to His Father? 

The answers might be simpler than you would imagine, but the answers may also be bigger than 

you would dream. Let’s take a look into Scripture.

Listen to Matthew 11:25 … “At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have 
revealed them to infants.” What stirred the soul of Jesus to praise His Father? In the verses 

before these, Jesus was denouncing cities where most of His miracles had occurred because they 

did not repent because the judgement was hidden from their thinking. These eye-witnesses were 
“too wise & intelligent” to repent. It would be more tolerable for the wicked city of Sodom 

(destroyed in Genesis 19) than for these religious, yet worldly “wise & intelligent” towns people. 
God had hidden this from their eyes and yet revealed it to infants. Jesus praised God for the way 

in which the Father had “camouflaged” this impending justice of judgement from them because 

their pride, arrogance, & intellect had hidden God from their eyes. Often camouflage only works 
well from one view point. When we look downward with contempt in our thinking thru 

arrogance, God stays hidden. However, the infant, looking upward through humility toward God, 
we more clearly see reality through this vantage point. Jesus thanked God for the way He hides 

& reveals what He established as Lord of heaven and earth, knowing His Father reigned.

Listen to John 11:41-42 “…Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. I knew that You 
always hear Me; but because of the people standing around I said it, so that they may 
believe that You sent Me.” What stirred the heart of Jesus to thank His Father? Simply stated, 
thank You Father for hearing Me; thanks Father for always hearing Me. Jesus thanks God for 

always being attentive to Him. We would say, thanks for always being there for me. You are ever 

present to listen and You have not forsaken or abandoned me. What a comfort!



Jesus’ praise and thanks toward His Father was centered around the Faithfulness of God. 

When God created this universe, He established that worldly, even the religious “wise & 
intelligent” will not understand until there is repentance to change, but God will continue to 

reveal it to the humble. The Father set in order to be attentive to the humble. He will always 
stand ready to respond to the faithful words of those who reach upward toward Him in humility. 

Are we thankful & do we praise God in the same way? Or do we only praise God when we get 

what we want? And then in turn wonder why His truths are hidden from our eyes in the midst of 
uncertainty or chaos. When we walk humbly with God, knowing He is ever attentive for our 

soul’s sake, we will find a greater gratitude and praise of God and His Son. Are we thankful like 
Jesus? If you are not, are you ready to forsake your own wisdom in light of Jesus, the humble 

Son of God? The truth of God is hidden in broad daylight to the proud. God Reigns.

- Carey Terry


