
 

Sunday – Febraury 23, 2020 

To Know Christ...  
Ever have this happen to you? You read through a passage of Scripture, perhaps even a 

gospel account of the life of Jesus, and come across a few verses that are head scratchers. You 

wonder how should these verses impact my heart and my life in Christ. Sometimes our questions 

are not answered right away because we don’t seek the answer or we forget about it because 

another verse captures our heart to dwell on it. Then as you study other books in the Scriptures, 

the proverbial light comes on, and we find the answer to a past question. The joy of learning in 

Jesus is awesome, and struggling with His word is just as necessary. Don’t run from what you 

have not been able to grasp in God’s word, treasure it in your heart and look for Scripture to 

reveal itself and for the Lord to grant it to us for His glory and not ours.

Matthew’s gospel is written to Jews, those who were very familiar with the Old Testament 

Scriptures. Sometimes when we read Matthew, (especially if we are not very acquainted with the 

Old Testament) a few of the teachings can go right over our head. That is, until we become more 

diligent in applying our faith and reading the Scriptures (both Old & New Testaments). 

Remember God grants the understanding (Matthew 13:11).

In Matthew 27, after Jesus has died, the veil of the temple is torn from top to bottom; the 

earth shook (earthquake; v54) and the rocks were split. Creation had a response to the physical 

death of its Creator. Then comes the head scratcher … in verses 52-53, “The tombs were 

opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of 

the tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to many.” This is 

the one and only time in all four gospel accounts that the term “saint” or “saints” is ever used; 

things have changed now that Jesus has been offered. Can you imagine the experience of seeing 

a loved one (a saint) alive again in Jerusalem after their death? How perplexing! What does it 

mean? Why did this happen after Jesus’ resurrection? What is the point? (How’s this for a head 

scratcher?)



Now let’s look to the Old Testament, as a good Jew would have, for the answer to what is 

going on in the gospel of Matthew. In Ezekiel chapter 37:1-10, there is a vision where dead dry 

bones come back to life as an exceeding great army by the command of the Lord. (It’s awesome; 

read it.) In verses 12-13 comes this prophesy for Ezekiel to share with God’s people, “Thus says 

the Lord God, “Behold, I will open your graves and cause you to come up out of your 

graves, My people; and I will bring you into the land of Israel. Then you will know that I 

am the LORD, when I have opened your graves and caused you to come up out of your 

graves, My people.”” My people would be fulfilled in Matthew’s telling of raising the saints 

from the dead; and Jerusalem, the holy city, is the heart of the land of Israel. Matthew 27:52-53 

is the fulfillment of Ezekiel 37:12-13. Now we better understand why God’s Spirit inspired 

Matthew to include those two wonderful verses. Sometimes we have to read Ezekiel to get the 

point of a couple verses in Matthew. (aka: read the Old Testament to better grasp the New 

Testament.) The Old Testament is for our learning, even now in Christ. Do yourself a favor … 

read Ezekiel 37. Now count how many prophecies you see concerning Jesus.

- Carey Terry


