
 

Sunday – March 29, 2020 

To Know Christ...  
In Luke 12:13-15, a man came to ask Jesus to intercede with his brother about dividing their 

father's inheritance. Jesus did not go barreling in and take over, but He had a warning for the 

man, "Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed;" Vine's defines "greed" as "a 
desire to have more." It is a rather scary definition ... who doesn't want "more"? Jesus says 

BEWARE and BE ON YOUR GUARD. Is wanting "more" really a sin? Beware and get your 

guard up or it will kill you!

In Numbers 11:18, the LORD relayed a promise to Moses, and to His people in the 

wilderness ... "consecrate yourselves for tomorrow, and you shall eat meat;" The LORD says the 
meat will be enough to last for a whole month, not just a few days. It will run out your nose 

(nostrils) and you will hate it (loathsome). It'll be an abundance of abundance! Even Moses is 

lacking assurance about God's power, can the LORD really provide enough meat to feed the 
600,000 men on foot for a whole month (30 days worth)? The Lord has a question for Moses 

[v23], "Is the LORD's power limited? Now you shall see whether My word will come true for 
you or not." The LORD brings about meat in the form of quail, 3 feet deep (2 cubits) and 

stretching a day's journey in every direction around the camp. [v31] The people were faithless, 

they gathered it like the supply would soon be exhausted. [v32] They worked gathering it all that 
day, all night, and all the next day. They didn't stop because of GREED! They wanted MORE. 

The one who gathered LEAST, gathered ten homers (equivalent to 110 bushels, aka over 200 5-
gallon buckets worth of quail). Listen to verse 33, "While the meat was still between their teeth, 

before it was chewed, the anger of the LORD was kindled against the people; and the LORD 

struck the people with a very severe plague." So a thankless, faithless, self-centered, greedy 
people are struck with a VERY SEVERE PLAGUE. They even named the place Kibroth-

hattaavah which means "the graves of greediness." So those who survived knew why the very 
severe plague hit. They were struck because of their GREED.

Jesus warned about greed. Greed can cost your life. In Ephesians 5:3, Paul says, "Greed must 

not even be named among you." He continues, greed is not even proper among saints! The world 
around us is GREEDY during crisis. They act just like faithless Israel in the wilderness ... take all 



you can find of everything you might need (eggs, bread, milk, toilet paper, etc.). No thankfulness 

toward God, little concern for anyone else, just self-centered greed. How have you handled these 
days? Do you leave stock on the shelves for others, taking only what you would normally buy? 

Or are you greedy too? Are you lacking faith in the LORD's power to provide? Maybe we sound 
like Moses. [Numbers 11:23] When this wave of plague is over, what loathsome items will be on 

your shelves & in your pantry? Or do we trust the LORD and seek to give to others? That would 

be proper for faithful saints. Jesus warns BEWARE & BE ON YOUR GUARD against every 
form of GREED! Or do we not trust in the LORD's power to provide?
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