
 

Sunday – May 31, 2020 

To Know Christ...  
When you think about the word "mercy", what comes to mind? Do you think of the guilty not 

getting the deserved penalty? That is correct, but it has the wrong emphasis. Mercy is a gift that 

benefits the guilty, but we need to focus on the GIVER of mercy. Listen to Jesus in Matthew 5:7, 

"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy." Who is blessed by God? The giver of 

mercy is blessed because they will also receive mercy when they have sinned and failed.

Mercy is often the result of compassion. In James 5:11 is speaks that the Lord is full of 

compassion and is merciful. God is rich in mercy, but is man merciful? A poor man named 

Lazarus was laid at the gate of a wealthy man. The rich man showed no mercy toward Lazarus, 

but while the rich man was tormented, he asked Abraham for MERCY. The unmerciful man begs 

for mercy, and no mercy is given. In Matthew 18, a slave is forgiven a great debt, who in turn 

refuses to forgive a tiny debt that is owed to him. Then his master says, "Should you not also 

have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?" Then this 

hypocritical slave is thrown to the torturers (v33-34). Hypocrites neglect mercy (Matthew 23:23), 

but the blessed are merciful! Those without mercy (the rich man and the unforgiving slave) 

received no mercy, because they refused to show even an ounce of mercy, let alone becoming 

full of mercy. 

Now consider Jesus. His compassion is triggered by sincere faith and then mercy overflows. 

In Luke 18, there is a story of blind Bartimaeus. Bartimaeus cries out (more than once) for Jesus 

to "have mercy on me!" And He heals him because, as Jesus says, "Your faith has made you 

well" (v42). Then as Jesus is dying in order that we may be shown mercy in Christ, there is a 

guilty criminal who is being crucified together with the Savior. And when the criminal asks for 

Jesus to "remember me when you come in Your kingdom," Jesus responds out of compassion 

and mercy triggered by this criminal's faith, "you will be with Me in paradise." 



Too often we are like the rich & unforgiving, and not like Jesus. While Jesus was  crucified to 

pay the penalty we deserved for our sins and He established a mercy that is offered to all. 

Meanwhile, in the midst of establishing mercy's payment, He also offers mercy to the suffering 

criminal who chooses faith. Are we overflowing with mercy like Jesus? In the midst of suffering, 

do we still offer a further extension of mercy, to be full of mercy, aka MERCIFUL? Galatians 

2:20 says in its application, that we have been crucified with Christ [through baptism]. If we have 

truly also been raised with Christ, how can we neglect to show mercy when others have sinned 

against us and sincerely claim to imitate Jesus? If we are honest, we know we cannot. If we are 

not willing to offer mercy toward all others made in God's image, we are hypocrites and will not 

be the recipients of God's mercy (like the rich man & the unforgiving slave). Mercy is self-less, 

selfish people will not offer mercy to all. Consider the words of Jesus again, "Blessed are the 

merciful, for they shall receive mercy." Now, do you want mercy?
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