
 

Sunday – November 29, 2020 

To Know Christ...  
Jesus continually taught about the hearts of man, not the blood pumping muscle within the 

chest cavity, but the place where man makes all his decisions based around thoughts and 

motives. Hearts drastically need to be led by faith in Jesus & the Spirit of God! However, “The 

heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; Who can understand it? I, the 

Lord, search the heart, I test the mind.” (Jeremiah 17:9-10a) So living your life by your own 

heart’s desire will lead into being desperately sick spiritually. Oh heart, be careful how you  

are led. 

In Matthew 15, the whole chapter deals with matters of the heart. The Pharisees and scribes 

honor God with their lip-service, but their hearts are far away from God. How deceived! Their 

mouths speak of God and honor for Him, but their hearts are so desperately far away from what 

the Lord truly wants. Therefore, their actions and thinking deny Him, even invalidating His 

word. They would call themselves children of God, but God would not. Even Peter and the other 

disciples have difficulty understanding the teaching of Jesus concerning the heart. Jesus makes it 

plain: “For out of the heart comes evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 

false witness, slanders.” (Matthew 15:19) Do evil thoughts come from a good heart? The heart 

must be deceived into thinking the answer is yes! What about those who commit sexual sins, 

steal, or spread deceit concerning others? God would never say, “They have a good heart!” So 

why do we say evil doers practicing actions like these have a “good heart”? Because we are not 

listening to Jesus! 

So, how do “good hearts” actually respond? Who do those hearts seek when difficulty 

comes? Look at the rest of Matthew chapter 15, you will want to stop and read verses 21-38 

before you continue.   



What did you notice about the hearts in these three stories? In verses 32-38, these hearts had 

an eager desire to be with Jesus listening to His word. They would rather go without food than be 

without Jesus’ instruction. Notice that Jesus takes care of their physical needs, because of their 

heart’s desire for Him. In verses 21-28, the Canaanite woman comes to Jesus because she has 

faith in His power to change her situation. And when it does not immediately change, she is ever 

attentive to the words of Jesus. Then she applies them within her own heart and thinking. In the 

end, Jesus grants her wish/desire, because her faith is so great, and it aligns with His will. Jesus 

uses her heart to teach the hearts of the other disciples. Did you notice her heart led by faith, and 

her submission to Jesus’ words? That is what Good Hearts do! In verses 29-31, you see hearts 

that are willing to climb a Mountain to reach Jesus. Good hearts do not let physical obstacles 

impede their relationship with Jesus. These are the outcomes of the Good Heart of Faith in Jesus 

and His word and relying on His power. Do you have a heart that is cleansed by faith in Jesus to 

respond to His word? (Acts 15:8-9) Or have we deceived ourselves? Read Matthew 15 again, 

who has your heart in this chapter? Be careful with your heart’s desire! 

- Carey Terry


