
 

Sunday – June 27, 2021 

To Know Christ...  
In the gospel of Matthew there is a theme that is quickly exposed to the reader: Jesus is the 

King of the Jews! The magi from the east came to Jerusalem with an eye-opening question, 

“Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?” [2:2] Before this journey concludes, the 

magi have traveled to the house (in Nazareth) of Joseph and Mary to bow to the ground in 

worship to the King, Jesus (the Child). They also give the gifts fit for a king: gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh. Do we also respond to Jesus, the King? When Jesus made His triumphant entry into 

Jerusalem on a donkey, Matthew quotes Zechariah 9:9 saying, “Behold your King is coming to 

you, Gentle, and mounted on a donkey.” [21:5] The King is HERE, but do we recognize Him 

to bow the knee to the KING? 

Kingship is always tied to authority. After the conclusion of the sermon on the mount, the last 

two verses exclaim: “the crowds were amazed at His [Jesus’] teaching; for He was teaching 

them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.” [7:28b-29] The crowds recognized 

Jesus’ authority even from the way He taught them. Do we recognize Jesus’ authority when we 

hear/read His words? A centurion recognized that all Jesus needed to do was simply speak the 

words and his servant would be healed. [8:9] Jesus also made a lame man walk to show His 

authority to forgive sin. [9:6-8] And when the crowds saw this, “they were awestruck, and 

glorified God, who had given such authority to men.” However, there were plenty of religious 

leaders (the chief priests & elders) in the Temple who refused to recognize Jesus’ authority. 

[21:23-27] Who are we more like in our lives, the crowds who glorified God and responded to 

Jesus’ authority? Or the religious leaders, who opposed His authority as King? 

When Jesus is standing before the governor (Pilate), Jesus is asked, “Are You the King of 

the Jews?” Then Jesus responds in a way we simply cannot ignore, “It is as you say.” [27:11] 

This only leaves us with two choices. Jesus is either a liar or He is the KING. No other choices. 

The soldiers of the governor mocked Jesus putting a scarlet robe on Jesus, “And after twisting 



together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand; and they 

knelt down before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” [27:28-30] They 

also spit on Jesus and beat Him with the reed/scepter. The governor had an inscription put above 

Jesus’ head, “THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.” [27:37] And the chief priests, 

scribes, and elders mocked Jesus also, “He saved others; He cannot save Himself. He is the 

King of Israel;” [27:42] The King of the Jews was coronated in blood with mockery for our sin!  

There are only two main responses toward Jesus after reading Matthew: mockery or to 

humble ourselves before THE KING! Whichever way we are convicted is also how we will act 

toward Jesus in our lives. Which have you chosen by your actions and words? In the last few 

verses of the Gospel of Matthew (after Jesus’ resurrection overcoming death and paying for our 

sin) He said, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and 

make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 

always, even to the end of the age.” Are you convicted by faith in the Authority of Jesus, THE 

KING? Can this conviction be seen in your life?  

- Carey Terry


