
 

Sunday – September 26, 2021 

To Know Christ...  
The Gospel of John has a clear theme, and the Apostle John wants to lead your heart and 

mind toward this faithful conviction: Jesus Christ is the Son of God and He offers life (Eternal 

Life) in His Name. Consider John 20:30-31, “Therefore many other signs Jesus also 

performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these 

have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 

believing you may have life in His name.”  

The Gospel of John will not let you easily sit still without making a personal conclusion. The 

Apostle John wants you to wrestle with this question within the depths of your heart, “Is Jesus 

really the Son of God?” After the events of Jesus’ baptism, John the Baptist exclaims, “I myself 

have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God.” [John 1:34] John is putting the 

population on notice: THIS IS THE SON OF GOD! Nathanael is told we have found the one 

Moses & the Prophets wrote about: Jesus of Nazareth. “Can any good thing come out of 

Nazareth?” [1:46] Philip simply answered, “Come and See.” (Come make up your own mind!) 

Nathanael pursues Jesus and as the conversation unfolds, he concludes: “You are the Son of 

God; You are the King of Israel.” [1:49] Then later after Lazarus has died, Martha runs out to 

Jesus after hearing of His coming to Bethany and says during their conversation: “Yes, Lord; I 

have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world.” 

[11:27] John the Baptist, Nathanael, & Martha all drew the same conclusion from their 

encounters with Jesus of Nazareth. What is your conclusion? Does it affect your life now? Does 

it affect your life eternally? 

Not believing in the Son of God has the outcome of judgement; this is what Jesus told 

Nicodemus. Deciding on Jesus as the Son of God is life or death. “He [anyone] who does not 

believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 

begotten Son of God.” [3:18] And many of the Jews did not believe Jesus as the Son of God. 



They even sought to kill Jesus because He claimed to be the Son of God. [10:36/19:7] Over and 

over John wants us to ask, “Is Jesus the Son of God or not?” Notice whose voice is and will be 

calling. “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead will hear 

the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.” [5:25] The application was for the 

present. Then Jesus talks about eternity, “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in 

which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who did the 

good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of 

judgment.” [5:28-29] Jesus has one more thought we need to consider now that we understand 

deciding on Jesus as the Son of God has an overwhelming effect on our deeds. Meditate on these 

words of Jesus from John 20:29. “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are 

they who did not see, and yet believed.” Would Jesus say you are Blessed? [See John 1:12-13] 

- Carey Terry


