
 

Sunday – January 30, 2022 

To Know Christ...  
When Jesus was 12 years old, He exhibited an attribute that all children as well as adults 

desperately need to always follow by faith. Jesus willingly subjected Himself to Authority. Listen 

to Luke 2:51 “And He [Jesus] went down with them [Joseph & Mary] and came to Nazareth, 

and He continued in subjection to them; and His mother treasured all these things in her 

heart.” Jesus subjected Himself to His mother & step-father, even though Jesus understood 

things that His parents did not comprehend. (Knowing more is no excuse!) “And Jesus kept 

increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.” As a result of honoring 

the authority of His earthly parents, it molded Jesus’ spiritual development. Jesus increased in 

wisdom, as well as increasing God’s favor toward Him. (It even shaped the way others around 

Jesus viewed Him - favor with men.) How do we respond to Authority? Do we find it difficult to 

subject ourselves because they do not understand? Your attitude and actions toward authority 

matters to God and will shape your relationship with Him! 

The faith of those who recognize Jesus’ authority even made Jesus marvel. There was a 

centurion who had a servant lying paralyzed at home who was fearfully tormented. (Matthew 

8:5-13) Jesus responded to him, “I will come and heal him.” Pay close attention to the 

centurion’s response, “Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say 

the word, and my servant will be healed.” This centurion recognizes the authority of Jesus, 

“just say the word and my servant will be healed.” When Jesus heard the centurion’s 

response, He marveled at the centurion’s faith also saying He had not found such great faith in 

ALL of Israel. And there is no one more able to evaluate faith than Jesus. He told the centurion, 

“Go; it shall be done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed that very 

moment. Because of responding to Jesus’ power and authority, the centurion’s servant was even 

healed faster. No need to delay by traveling the miles to come and heal the servant if Jesus will 



just say the word. The centurion responded to Jesus’ God given authority and “the servant was 

healed that very moment”. 

When souls fail to honor and respond to Jesus’ authority, it keeps them from being granted 

spiritual wisdom. After Jesus had cleansed the temple of moneychangers as well as those buying 

and selling there, the chief priests and the elders of the people asked Jesus, “By what authority 

are You doing these things, and who gave You this authority?” (Matthew 21:23-27) Jesus 

responds to them with a question they refuse to answer honestly. Therefore, Jesus responds by 

saying, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” Since they refuse Jesus 

as having authority, He will not grant them wisdom in even answering their question. By their 

attitude they kept themselves from gaining spiritual wisdom (as well as favor from God). 

What is our attitude when Jesus commands us to be in subjection to others? We are to be 

completely subjected to God first and foremost, but what about the authorities He has ordained? 

Do your attitudes, words, and actions recognize Jesus’ authority given toward them? Children in 

subjection to their parents? Wives in subjection to their Husbands? Husbands in subjection to 

Christ? Workers in subjection to managers/masters? Masters in subjection to Christ? Citizens 

toward the governing authorities? Shepherds toward Christ, the Great Shepherd? Sheep toward 

the shepherds? All are under Christ! Your daily responses to each situation directly affect your 

spiritual growth or kills it. This will also directly affect your relationship with God’s favor and 

the timing of His response!   

- Carey Terry


