
 

Sunday – April 24, 2022 

To Know Christ...  
I pray that your heart is being stirred by the weekly lessons on “AGAPE” love each Sunday 

morning. This series has brought us many vital thoughts to meditate upon. Here is one … 
“Would you AGAPE Judas Iscariot as Jesus did?” Did your heart sink by simply considering the 
gravity of the question? Is this a high spiritual mountain to climb? Will it take spiritual strength 
from the Lord to love your enemy as Jesus did? 

Jesus knew Judas was never going to fully surrender to God, but it did not stop Jesus from 
responding out of love toward the traitor named Judas. Jesus knew from the beginning that Judas 
would be the one to betray Him. [John 6:64] Yet, Jesus chose Judas as one of His Twelve 
Apostles. How patient would Jesus’ agape have to be toward Judas? Three and a half years to 
endure! That is Long-Tempered. Jesus was aware that Judas was a thief, pilfering out of the 
apostles’ money box. [John 12:6] However, there is not even one event where Jesus is unloving 
toward Judas. That is the example of kindness to an evil and ungrateful enemy! Jesus knew that 
Judas was not going to turn away from evil, but He still rebuked Judas’ hypocritical scolding in 
order to protect Mary. [John 12:4-6] Jesus’ agape for Judas was the same as He did for the rest of 
the apostles. Jesus’ love was born of God, not because of man. When Jesus told the Twelve that 
one of them was going to betray Him, they each questioned themselves. They did not accuse 
Judas because Jesus had treated him differently than the rest. Jesus’ agape is a monumental 
mountain of spiritual love among the canyon-like valleys of fleshly love.  

Who is your Judas? Maybe you have a co-worker, a neighbor, a family member, or a parent 
your children play sports with or against. Will you love your enemy as Jesus loved Judas? Will 
you be patient & kind, even if they never change or yet get even worse? Would you rebuke them 
to protect the innocent? If your answer is YES, then welcome to God-given agape love! 
Remember the fruit of the Spirit is … AGAPE (Galatians 5:22). You must have spiritual help to 
love as Jesus did! The Holy Spirit gives us the power & the ability to grow into Jesus’ agape 
love. If your answer is NO, then maybe you are Judas. {But Jesus died so that you might repent 
and be born of God.} 

- Carey Terry


