
 

 

 

Sunday – September 25, 2022 

To Know Christ...  
In Exodus 33:18, Moses says to the Lord, “I pray You, show me Your glory!” The Lord 

responded by exclaiming, “You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live!” In 

other words, if you see His face, you must die. (Many misquote this by stating “no one can see 

God and live”, but Jesus is God’s Son, and men saw Him and did not drop dead. Be careful. See 

how mishandling the Scripture distorts the meaning?) Typically, we read these statements and 

understand that God is so infinitely holy and overwhelmingly glorious, that if anyone ever saw 

Jehovah’s face, their life would be completely over. They would not be able to see His face and 

live any longer. 

 Jesus was speaking of Himself being glorified in John 12. Read these words, but also 

think of what the Lord told Moses. “And Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come 

for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls 

into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. He who loves 

(phileo) his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal. If 

anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also; if 

anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.” (v23-26) Jesus knew that in order to be 

glorified, He would have to die. Otherwise, He would remain ALONE. If He dies, much fruit 

will come. The grain of wheat dies, and the seeds are scattered on the earth (soil), enabling the 

seeds to sprout and grow, bearing much fruit. Jesus was glorified in His death, resurrection, and 

ascension.  



 

 

 Now let’s see the whole concept. Jesus says if we “love” our life, if we think “fondly” 

(GK “phileo” love) of our old self, we will lose (destroy/ruin) our life. But, if we hate our life 

(old self) in this world, we will have life eternal. Application: If we genuinely come to see the 

glory of Jesus, WE MUST DIE! Our old self must die, we cannot cling to Christ as well as our 

old self. OLD SELF CAN NOT LIVE in the Glory of God and Christ! If we have the feeling of 

being ALONE while claiming Christ, it is due to loving our old life! (Having salvation gives us 

the conviction that we live with Christ now; 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10) If we serve and follow 

Jesus as devoted servants, we will be with Jesus in His glory and the Father will honor us. 

THAT’S ETERNAL LIFE! What is your attitude toward your old fleshly self? Do you hate it or 

think fondly of it? These questions are pivotal toward either eternal life or death! Want to be 

Alone or with Jesus in His Glory? (Meditate on Ephesians 4:22-32) 
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